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   PRESBYTERIAN 

   PROFILES

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be received here at First Presbyterian on Easter Sunday, April 16.  This is one of the four special offerings of the Presbyterian Church USA.  Part of this money is used for the Presbyterian Hunger Program including helping address the need for drinkable water in  many areas.  Can you imagine having no water that’s safe to drink?  Other areas include Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and we are trained to respond quickly and appropriately; and the Self Development of people to help people get back on their feet and become self sufficient.  Fast, effective, humble, durable help in Jesus Christ’s name.  There will be inserts in the bulletins and a minute for mission to tell you more about the One Great Hour of Sharing.  Please give generously on Easter Sunday as we celebrate Jesus resurrection.                                                         
Elsie Bergstrom

OUTREACH COUNCIL UPDATE

Among the areas discussed this month were:

One Great Hour of Sharing

Mission Fair—need chairperson

Urban Youth Ministry—confirmation class will visit

Community kitchen—volunteer opportunity

Crop Walk

Mission trip and future trips

Justice areas

Ecumenical partner

Habitat for Humanity—will be notified when building will begin

Akot—Sudanese refugee—working—fairly independent now

Care Closet—volunteer opportunity
Transitional Housing families—we have two new families

Neighborhood Alliance—First Presbyterian needs a representative

We meet the third Wednesday of the month and welcome your presence or just your input.

BOOK STUDY FOR THOUGHTFUL, ADVENTUROUS CHRISTIANS

Beginning May 3 from 7:00—8:30 pm, Linda Knieriemen will facilitate a study of religious pluralism using the book, “The Wide, Wide Circle of Divine Love,” by Presbyterian author Eugene March.  The class will meet May 3,10,17 and 24.  The book can be ordered from your favorite book store.  Please email Linda at lindak@fpcholland.org if you plan to come.  Bring a friend!



COMMUNITY ACTION HOUSE

Did you know?  that more than 30 years ago seed money from First Presbyterian and Lake Michigan Presbytery helped start Community Action House.  15% of First Presbyterian’s local mission budget goes to Community Action House.  Their goal is to enable people to be self sufficient.  CAH provides free used clothing, emergency groceries (their food pantries are open days, some evenings and some weekends), life skill classes, referrals, Thanksgiving baskets, blankets, household items, home ownership classes and counseling, home repair classes, and case management. Also provided are the Community Kitchen at Western Seminary (First Pres works there one day a month), Doctors with a Heart (with the Red Cross), personal products and referrals to the Care Closet, work with Good Samaritan in the Transitional Housing program and other housing with the Salvation Army Commodities boxes for Senior citizens and Homeless prevention through initial rent and deposit assistance.

Did you know? that in 2005 over 10,000 people were assisted by CAH.  5000 of whom were children, 212,000 pounds of food were distributed and 187,000 pieces of clothing distributed.  Much of the work at CAH is done by volunteers from churches, schools, community service from the courts, and businesses.  Those who work at CAH say the most satisfying part of their job is giving people hope.  Any questions or for more information call Elsie Bergstrom.



NEWS ABOUT AKOT ATEM, our refugee friend from Sudan.  Akot is employed now and is “on his own” here in Holland but we are still called to be in his life as he continues to acclimate to his new world.  One specific way is to invite Akot into our lives for fellowship.  Akot’s English is greatly improved and his sense of humor and love of kids really shows when you spend time with him.  Please think about calling Akot to attend family events with you, or even for a game of soccer or basketball.  His new cell phone number is 616-212-9259.  Please help!

HELP SUPPORT OUR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL!  It’s easy and is something everyone uses.  The FPP is selling car wash tickets through May for $6 each, which is a regular car wash at any of the Quality Car Wash locations.  The best part… the preschool gets 50% of the proceeds!  Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex, or see Amy Berarducci or Marnie Pierce.

NEW MEMBERS CLASS will be held on June 3 from 9:00 to noon.  If you are interested, please contact Linda Knieriemen at 392-9022 or lindak@fpcholland.org.

TRANSPORTATION STUDY
On March 3rd and 4th of 2006, the session of First Presbyterian Church attended a retreat in which the elders reviewed our mission study and developed five action items that would help the needs of our church.  One of those action items involves a study that would help define the transportation needs for those that need assistance getting to and from church services or activities at the church.  I am looking for input from those who attend worship or other church activities, as well as those who would like to attend but can’t because they do not drive.  Please understand at this time this is just a study to determine the needs of those requiring transportation.  Please contact me at church, at home (392-6640), or on line at heatbest@egl.net.  Hope to hear from you.                                                                                                          
Jim Best

WELCOME NANCY BURKITT
Please stop at the Nursery and meet our new Nursery Supervisor Nancy Burkitt.  Nancy has a degree in Child Psychology and plans to obtain a Master’s Degree sometime in the future.  She has worked with children of all ages but she especially enjoys toddlers.  Nancy has lived in Holland since 1990 and has one daughter who will be graduating from the University of Syracuse this year.

She works at Resthaven where she is Admissions Coordinator.  She is great with kids and they seem to love her already, so please stop in and say Hi.

CHANGE OF ADDRESSES
Catherine Wyngarden


Tasha Boersema

290 Sydney Rd



333 Lakeshore Dr S

Holland, PA  18966



Holland MI   49424

WOMEN’S GROUP—You are invited to join a new women’s group on the first and third Wednesday of each month from 9:30—11:30 starting in May.  We would like to take time for fellowship and exploration of diverse topics relating to women and faith.  We’ll be starting with the book, “Great with Child: 

Reflections on Faith, Fullness and Becoming a Mother” by Debra Rienstra.  Childcare will be provided.  Hope to see you there.  Vickie Altena, Amy Berarducci, Kami Beilhartz and Laura Bowen.

LITURGIST & COMMUNION SCHEDULE FOR APRIL

8:45 am





11:00 am

April 2
Ev Wise




April 2 Bob Martin


April 9  Elsie Bergstrom



April 9 Liz Bristol



  Peg Dygas



             
David Walter



  Kay Briggance



           Kevin Oswald



  Don Williams



           Alan Martens

 

  Eric Peterson



           Jamie Harrington



  Tom Glover



                      Mary Harrington



  Bill Evenson


April 16 Ruth Osterop



April 16 Judy Faber


April 23 Doug Smith



           April 23 


April 30 Len Bergstrom



April 30 Colin Magennis


Communion for April 2

8:45 am  




11:00 am 

Jean Pierson




Richard Rust


Ned Pierson




Bill La Barge


Tim Richardson



Tedd Oyler


Bill Evenson




Paul Van Kolken


Mike Berarducci



Chris Urbaniak


Priscilla Grinwis



Tom Urbaniak


Elaine Evenson


   
Maundy Thursday April 13
Nancy Staal, Judy Faber, Mike Berarducci, Lori Klinesteker, Elsie Bergstrom

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

It’s time to make your summer plans!! Please consider the following:

CREATION! CELEBRATION!

What:  2006 Church-wide Gathering of Presbyterian Women

            “God’s Word—Light for the Journey”

When:  Friday-Tuesday, July 7-11, 2006

Where:  Kentucky International Convention Center

              Louisville, KY

This is a time for celebration of many things — creation; 100 years of ordaining women as deacons; 75 years as elders and 50 years as ministers of Word and Sacrament; and the 50th anniversary of the Least Coin Offering.  It is also a time for being inspired, nurtured and educated — a time for making new friendships and renewing old ones.

Scholarships for registration are available—See Clare Westendorp or Elizabeth Bristol or visit www.pcusa.org/pwgathering.

LENTEN BREAKFAST will be Wednesday, April 5 at 9:30 am.  Rachelle Oppenhuizen will lead us through a hands-on-message about Palm leaves for Palm Sunday.  A sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
This month the Men’s Bible Study will meet at 6:30 am on April 7 and 21 in the M & M Café.  Between 5 and 10 men join in coffee, discussion and reaction to a DVD we are watching called, “Living the Questions.”  It consists of short talks from theologians and preachers that are usually helpful and always thought provoking.  Come join other newcomers as we all seek answers but learn to live with the questions.  Want an email reminder as the dates approach?  Send your address to Williams@hope.edu to get one!

DATES TO REMEMBER
APRIL 2—no regular classes will meet but all children and teens are invited to meet in Fellowship Hall 9:45—10:45 to work on a special “artistic fun project” which will be used on Palm Sunday during both worship services.

NO CLASSES on Palm Sunday, April 9 or Easter, April 16.  But be sure to come to the Easter Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS COMING

We will again be in cooperation with Peace Lutheran Church to have a Vacation Bible School program for our children. Here are the dates and times and more information will follow.  If you are interested in getting involved please contact Sandy Updegraff at 616-399-4171.  Many hands make light work and it can be a rewarding experience working with the children and other caring adults.

When:  June 26-30

Where:  Peace Lutheran Church

Times:  9:30—11:30 ages 3 yrs to 5 yrs

             9:00—3:00 ages Kindergarten through 5th grade

CONFIRMATION CLASS RECEIVED

James Benko

Travis Ball


Amanda Richardson
Val Smith


Sarah Wildt

THANK YOU for the cards, prayers, phone calls during my surgery and time of recovery.








Wayne Pynnonen

26th Holland-Zeeland Area CROP Walk

Saturday, April 29, 2006– 8:00-9:00 am

Sunday, April 30, 2006– 2:00 2:30 pm

Would you like to feel the camaraderie of people around the world, make a difference in the way your family views the world, plus get exercise and spend a morning with family and friends?  Join us for the two or four mile CROP Walk for hunger relief!

You can make a tremendous difference!  CROP walkers raise funds to support people locally and worldwide.  25% of funds raised will be used locally to provide groceries and meals for those in need in our own community.  75% of funds will go to support programs that provide food, seeds, tools, medicine, clean water and agricultural technology to the neediest around the world.

Once you have experienced the joy of participating in the CROP walk, you will want to make it a family tradition!  Join us as we walk in response to the needs to those locally and worldwide.  Look for the CROP Walk sign-up table or contact Tim and Nancy Staal (396-4755) if you have any questions.

25% to local agencies who help hungry children, individuals, and families:

Buen Pastor Migrant Day Care, Christian Neighbors, Community Action House, Core City Christian Development, Evergreen Commons Adult Meal Program, His Harvest Stand, Holland Rescue Mission, Hospitality House and Salvation Army.

75% to the rest of the world for ongoing Church World Serve projects which assist development and relieves hunger.

See Tim or Nancy Staal.

Presbyterian Healing Shawl
One of the quiet ministries of several women of Holland First Presbyterian is the knitting of healing shawls which are given to members suffering illness or grieving.  A few of these shawls accompanied members of our Katrina Relief Team to Mobile, Alabama where we bunked, and were carried from there to our worksites in Gautier and Pascagoula, Mississippi.

 

One of those shawls became a birthday gift for Virginia Browning of Pascagoula.  Virginia lost her husband, a retired civil engineer, last July after 55 years of marriage.  Although he had suffered from Alzheimer’s disease, it was a heart condition that ended his life.  Then on August 29, just a few weeks later, Katrina hit Pascagoula.  Virginia’s home is in a middle class neighborhood about 1000 feet from the Gulf of Mexico shoreline. Although she had hurricane coverage, she had been advised that since she was a comfortable fourteen feet above sea level, flood insurance was neither required nor recommended.  The surging waters of Katrina filled her home with five feet of water, destroying not only all the replaceable trappings of life such as furniture and appliances, but all of her personal memorabilia from 55 years of marriage and raising two children.  With no flood insurance, her settlement with her insurance carrier was $1200 for loss of roof shingles and a few hundred dollars additional for a clause that covered refrigerated food spoilage due to interruption of electrical service.

 

Virginia’s home has been gutted up to the ceiling.  She paid to have all her windows replaced.  Volunteers from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance have hung new drywall throughout her entire house and are close to being ready to paint it.  There is no clear vision of where new cupboards, appliances, fixtures, or furnishing will come from, how they will be installed, or when Virginia will be able to move from the FEMA trailer sitting in her front yard back into her home.  As she made and shared a pot of coffee with volunteers on our first day, she casually mentioned that her 79th birthday was February 23.  Several of us conspired to surprise her with a birthday cake, and Kay Briggance provided a healing shawl as a gift from our congregation.  Virginia was touched by both the party and the gift.

 

It also appears she is Episcopalian, and it is to the credit of the little Presbyterian church in Gautier that denominational affiliation was never asked as a condition of extending a helping hand.  If ever the message of the Good Samaritan is alive, it is here.  The Gautier Presbyterian Church  that is coordinating this relief work has about 50 members.  Grace Presbyterian Church in Mobile that turned their church home into a bunkhouse and chuck wagon for some 14 teams of relief worker since Katrina hit has 34 members.

 

Virginia Browning’s story could probably be multiplied by a few hundred thousand in the wake of Katrina.  The damage is beyond comprehension, and so also is the need for help.  Thank you 1st Presbyterian of Holland for supporting the mission trip.  Thank you to those who quietly knit healing shawls.  Thank you Presbyterian churches in Mobile and Gautier for answering the call to serve others.  Most of all, thank you Virginia Browning and other victims of Katrina for showing us what grace and gratitude look like.

Youth Calendar Update

Wednesday, April 5th-No Midway High Youth Group: Spring Break.

Sunday, April 9th-No Sr. High Youth Group: Spring Break 

Wednesday, April 12th—6:30 Midway High meets: LOOK FOR THE TOMB!

Sunday, April 16th-EASTER (No Sr. High Youth Group; Easter Breakfast.) 

Friday, 6 pm April 21– Sat, 5 pm April 22—Camp Greenwood Middle High Youth Mix: WHOSE WHORLD IS IT?

Wednesday, April 26th, Mission Trip Soup Supper II.  5:30-6:30PM (Required for all mission trip participants and their families.) 

April 30th,Pop Can Sunday: Mission Trip Fund Raiser. (Plan to return pop cans to store, Noon—1:30 pm)

May 10th, Jars of Clay and AG Silver Concert in Holland

May 20th, Parents Night Out.  Time: 5-10. (Mission Trip Fund Raiser) 

(Youth plan to be here 4:30—10:30)

Wednesday, May 31st, Mission Trip Soup Supper III.  5:30-6:30PM (Required for all mission trip participants and their families.)

June 4th Pentecost.  New members (and 2 youth confirmands) received!

June 11th, Pop Can Sunday:  Mission trip fundraiser (Plan to help return pop cans to the store.  Noon—1:30 pm.

June 17-June 24th Mission Trip to Native American Reservation Town

Martin SD

Tulip Time Concert
Jars of Clay, the multi-platinum and three time GRAMMY award winning Christian Rock band is coming to HOLLAND Michigan during Tulip Time!

(Wednesday, May 10th.  Meet at the Church at 5:30 PM.) Tickets are selling out as you are reading this.  Currently we have a group of twelve going, all seated together in section 2.  YOU may still come but may be sitting apart from our main group. Contact Karen ASAP before all of the tickets are going, going, GONE!  Opening band is AG Silver, a local music sensation.  (See Karen to borrow their CD.)

Pop Can Sundays April 30th AND JUNE 11th: Look for the BIG RED VAN!

Just in time for spring cleaning, the youth group will help you with  your piles and stacks of pop cans in your garage!  Just bring all your  returnable for deposit cans and bottles to church on April 30th, and  put them in the signed big red van in the parking lot. (This helps to  keep our Narthex clean, and it saves you steps too!)  If you need help  getting your cans out of your car, please ask any of the youth to help  you.  They will be happy to oblige! Thank you for your support of our  youth mission trip to Martin SD!

Hey YOU!  Kids!  Want to come over and play?  Come to church for the Second FPC Parents Night Out on Saturday, May 20th.  Time: 5-10 PM. 

Games, activities, movies, popcorn and an evening of spectacular fun with  your friends awaits!  SIGN UP TODAY!

M.T. Soup Supper"  (Mission Trip Soup Suppers)
Going on the youth mission trip?  Then join us for the Mission Trip Soup Suppers! We will be learning about life in Martin on the 

Reservation, passing along critical information (about things like safety goggles and spending money) and prepping ourselves spiritually for a life changing experience!  MT Soup Suppers will be held on two different Wednesdays from 5:30 - 6:30 PM  (Right before Midway High Youth Group.) Mark your calendar with these dates: April 30th, and May 31st,and join us for the best in MT Soups!  (For participants and members of their families.)  Call Lori Klinesteker at 399-1102 to reserve your bowl and to see if you should bring something to our feast.

Middle High Youth Mix
Have you ever seen the beauty of Camp Greenwood in the spring?  How would you like to go and meet Middle High kids from across the Presbytery?  Join us for the Middle High Youth Mix at our Presbytery's Camp Greenwood, Friday evening April 21st - Saturday April 22nd.  Mark your calendars and save the date! (Details TBA soon!)

"WHOSE WORLD IS IT?" Middle High Youth Mix

Join middle highers from across the Presbytery at Camp Greenwood April 21st - 22nd.  We leave the Church at 6 PM on Friday and will return at 5 PM on Saturday.  Up at Camp Greenwood we will enjoy the beauty of God's creation and learn about our responsibilities in caring for the earth. Cost: $35. 

Plenty of Full Scholarships Available.  Don't miss the fun!

PREACHING SCHEDULE

April 2

Lent V Communion



“The Mutuality of Forgiveness”

April 9

Palm/Passion Sunday




“Above All, Do No Harm”

April 13

Maundy Thursday



“Past the Point of No Return”

April 16

Easter Sunday



“Kingdom! Power! Glory!”

I think my questioner might have rather taken a vacation from this well worn prayer, but rather, it is my hope that in contemplating these familiar words, they will be Spirit-infused with a new sense of beauty, wholeness and meaning when we celebrate the resurrection of its author on Easter Sunday singing,

 “Thine Is The Glory!

Join us for these events!

April 15
  

Holland Civic Theater ‘1940’s Radio Hour’ (musical 

Comedy) – play starts at 8:00PM, tickets are $13 pp, 

Tom Urbaniak is Pops Bailey, the crotchety old stage doorman.

April 23
Book Club 2:00 pm.  Traveling Mercy, Some Thoughts on Faith
                                                         by Ann Lamott.

April 29
Pinewood Derby 11:00 am

May 6  


Road Rally – More details to come

May 27-29  


Camp Greenwood Family Work Weekend.  Watch for 

upcoming details.   Contact Hayes (396-7851) or Hoffswells (738-0934) for details/reservations

If you have any new ideas for events, let us know!  Call Bart Shumaker,  Diane Hayes, Marilyn Chamberlain, Cathy Blackburn, or Terri Borgman.

A Report from the Session Retreat


What’s the big picture?  What are the crucial details?  Where shall we spend out time and energy as church leaders? These are the questions your Session asked itself as it gathered for a 24 hour retreat the first weekend in March. There were accomplishments to celebrate:


*The congregation is well on its way in developing a youth ministry program thanks to the diligent and creative work of interim youth ministry director, Karen Fitz La Barge. A midway 
high and a senior high youth group are meeting for fellowship and study, a Confirmation Class was received on March 26, and the search for an Associate Pastor continues.


*A new Hospitality Council has developed a program of attracting and welcoming new members. 
The Visitor’s Center will soon have a new face!


*A new Personnel Committee has adopted job descriptions, provided memorandum of understanding for all employees and will soon begin a process of annual Performance Reviews.


If you don’t know where you’re going, any road can take you there, so the Session  also refined the course originally charted by the 2004 Mission Study.

      Five new goals and key leaders were established for the coming year:


*Prepare a report and recommendation for meeting the transportation needs of the congregation, specifically to assist non-drivers to attend Sunday morning worship.  (Jim Best)


*Establish three new spiritual growth/Bible Study groups.  (Lori Klinesteker and Bob Smart)


*Obtain $425,000 in pledged income for the 2007 Annual Budget  (Mike Berarducci)


*Increase church attendance by 7%  (Chris Polich and the Hospitality Council)


*Develop a specific plan to meet the needs of our older members.  (The Board of Deacons)

    Do you have input to offer as Session leads the congregation in its discipleship and service?  


    We’d be delighted to hear from you.  And we invite your prayers as we pray for you.

MARKETPLACE FAIR

Saturday, April 29, 2006

8:30 am—3:00 pm

   It’s time to clean your closets, cupboards, garages—every nook and cranny—and donate your discards to the church Marketplace Fair.  Bring your clean items to the adult Sunday School room beginning April 23 and not before.


NEED HELP WITH:

Marking will be done Monday & Tuesday, April 24 & 25.


Set-up tables for sale on Friday evening, April 28.


Work a shift during the sale (morning or afternoon)


Clean Up starting at 3:00






Any questions—call Diane Hayes
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