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The Hand of God

God’s gentle Hand is guiding,

but it doesn’t push or shove,

Instead it clasps our human hands

And leads with Grace and Love.

We find within this Hand of God

A heavenly Strength indeed,

And as we follow, God provides

For what we truly need.
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Wendy, the boys and I are moving.  In mid-October Wendy accepted a position with a Pfizer

location in Terre Haute, Indiana.  I will continue working at my current job, but will be doing

it from our new home in Terra Haute.

As you can imagine, we have a variety of emotions as we depart Holland on this “Grand Adventure”.

We are excited about moving to a new home, in a new city, and meeting new friends.  We are

preparing ourselves for the anxiety which comes with moving and getting established in a new

community.

We also are experiencing the sadness of saying goodbye.  Although we don’t have any family

in Holland, we have lived here for twenty years and call Holland our home.  We realize we

are leaving behind a large group of friends and a church family that we will miss.  The boys

have maintained a great attitude, dealing with the uncertainty as Wendy interviewed at different

locations and now about the move.  They remain excited about the move even though we are

taking them out of their comfort zone of familiar schools, activities, routines and friends.  Wend

and I are so very thankful that the boys have chosen to be upbeat about the move.

The moving truck will be coming on December 27th and will be moving us to our temporary home.

We are building a home in Terre Haute, it will not be completed until April/May, so will be in a rental

house for a few months.  The following is our temporary and permanent addresses.

From Jan 1, 2006 through May 2006
Permanent Address, Post May 2006

The Goulds



The Goulds

2372 Dutch Lane



5635 Hallie Rae Lane

Terra Haute IN  47802


Terra Haute, IN  47802

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday Season!

Planning to see you all very soon!

The Goulds
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The 4 & 5th grade Children in Worship class has bought 10 chickens with their offering money for a

  needy family somewhere in the world, through the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program.

ATTENTION CHILDREN AGE 3 THROUGH 5TH GRADE

   Coming this month you will notice that all of your worship folders are being updated!

   There will be new crayons, bookmarks, and new information to help you understand what’s

   happening during the church service.  Take time to read this—it’s good stuff!

   These folders will also have new name labels on them to make it easier to find your

   own folders.  After church each week, please try to return it to the same general area

   so that they stay in alphabetical order; this will make the folder easy to find the next week

   when you’re looking for it.  If you bring a friend to church, he/she can use one of the

   folders with the name “Visitor” on it.

   The folders will be in a new location—just to the right of the front door.

   If you don’t see a folder on the shelf with your name on it by the end of January, please

   write your name (or have an adult help) on the list which will be on top of the folder

   shelf.  We’ll get one made up for you as soon as possible.  Enjoy!







The Children’s Taskforce

You have an opportunity to be one of those hands-on people who help in times of need.

A mission trip to assist our southern friends is being organized.  We have a wonderful

place to stay with real beds, real showers, a kitchen and lots of southern hospitality. 

Grace Presbyterian of Mobile, Alabama has opened its doors (literally, we are staying in the church) 

to put us up.

The dates are February 18-26th.  If you are interested in participating please call

Dale Wyngarden, 335-3962, or Jennifer Schroeder, 335-5785.

WARM COATS NEEDED

During the month of January baskets will be in the Narthex to collect coats for Community Action House.  Please go through your closets and donate your gently used coats to help keep others warm this winter.  Child through adult sizes are needed.

OUTREACH UPDATE

At the last meeting of the Outreach Council these were some of the items discussed.

The Reciprocal Language Program—Steve Gardiner attended and brought us up to date on the 

        program plans.

Blood drive will be on January 8.

Akot, our Sudanese refugee is learning English quite quickly and hopes to have a job the middle of December.

Care Closet is serving increasing numbers.

Transitional Housing Family is working hard.

Mission Trip is February 18-26.  See additional article.  Session has approved trip and approved some endowment interest money for supplies as needed.

Community Kitchen is serving 70-100 people daily.

Urban Youth Ministry is going through transitional time with new leadership.

Possible Mission Fair in February.

Budget allocations for mission giving will be decided at January meeting.  Financial statements from local agencies requesting funds reviewed.

David Walter discussed needs in Vanuatu.


Outreach Council meets the third Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.  

              We welcome new members and any input.

My Dearest Love,

I remember the day that we first met.  You simply took my breath away.

 Loving you has been the most wonderful thing in my life.  All of those other past 

contenders for your affection, they can simply EAT THEIR HEARTS OUT with 

jealousy.  I know that I haven't always remembered our special anniversaries, or even always planned ahead for special events, but this year things will be different. Honey, meet me at 659 State Street at 6 PM on Valentines Day.  There we can avoid the regular boring restaurant scene, and really celebrate our love in a way that you will never forget.  Oh, and don't forget to make a reservation at 392-9022.  

                                                 Love always, YOUR DARLING SNOOK-UMS.

Dear Mom and Dad,

You have really been stressed out lately because of all the Christmas stuff that we have been doing.  But I have a solution for you. The FPC youth group has just invited me to come and play with them!   Just drop me off at the church on January 21st at 6 PM and pick me back up at 10 PM.  Then you and dad can go out and have some fun together.  I can't imagine what sort of things you would do without me around, but don't worry.  I will be back home again soon so that you won't get too bored.  

                                                                       Signed,  YOUR LOVING KID.

                                                PS.  I think this costs money. Can I have a $50?

A.R.C. BLOOD BANK 

January 8, 2006  

We will need the usual crews to set up, work the bank and work the kitchen,.. oh yes,.. and about 60 donors too!  In addition, we are seeking someone who would take over the leadership in the kitchen.  This is not a difficult job, but Diane Hayes needs a back-up.  Please contact me immediately , if you feel  called to lead the breakfast/lunch canteen for blood donors and volunteers.

I will have a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and a donor schedule for “givers”, so please give us a hand or a pint.

Blood banks hours are 9:30 to 3:30, with the last appointment scheduled at 2:24.

If you have questions, please talk to me at church or give me a call at 399-5513.

Thank you to everyone who has consistently supported this important mission.





        
                                                      Gail Hering

Pop Can Sunday January 8th.

Christmas is over, and you can start your clean up by bringing your     pop cans and returnable bottles to church on January 8th!  The youth group will be returning them to the store to raise funds for youth trips.  Thanks for your support for the FPC Youth!

Got a sled?  Like snowball fights? Join in the WINTER TIME fun with sledding and outdoor games January8th. Right after church, we will have a pizza lunch.  Once we return our the pop cans to Meijers, we will be heading to the expanses of Van Raalte Farm to sled and play winter 

Capture-the-Flag!  Bring along your snow boots and snow suits and come for an afternoon of snowballs, team-play and fun! We will return to the church at 3 PM for hot chocolate!

How about a retreat at a luxury condo on Lake Michigan?  How about joining our confirmation class?  Time is RUNNING OUT for YOU to sign

up for this opportunity.   Join our confirmation class and get the

answers to your spiritual and theological questions!  Retreats and pizza, friends and conversation abound. Sign up on the youth board 

today!  Confirmation class for 8th graders on up!

ATLANTIS WATER PARK visit added to MISSION TRIP:

***SPLASH!!!!!!*****   How does 13,000 sq ft of indoor heated pools, a

65 FT indoor water slide, water geysers, whirlpools, and a 100'

outdoor water slide sound?  As a thank you to the youth who go on the mission trip to sunny SD in June, we will be spending a little time at ATLANTIS WATER PARK on our return trip home.  Scholarship money is available, and it isn't too late to sign up to go on this trip.  Come spend a week with your friends and help others on the Native American reservation!

SWOOSH! -----------SHOOSH!!-------SLIDE!!!

Expert ski lovers in our church want to introduce YOU to the fun of cruising down the slopes.  Spend the night playing games and hanging with your friends in CADILLAC MI and then learn how to SKI at 

CABERFAE.  Full scholarships are available for this event.  Call Karen for details.

Youth Calendar Update!
1/8 POP CAN SUNDAY!

1/8 Sledding/ Capture the Flag: VanRaalte farm 12 PM—4 PM

1/21  PARENTS NIGHT OUT Fundraiser  5:30 - 10:30 PM  (NOTE NEW TIME!)

2/10– 2/11 Ski Trip (Leave 5 PM, Sleep in a Cadillac Church, Ski 2/11 Return 9:30 PM)

2/14  "Eat Your Heart Out!" FUNDRAISING DINNER 5-8:30 PM

2/18-2/19 Confirmation Class Retreat for 8th grade and up. (Maranatha Retreat Center on Lake Michigan.  http://maranatha.gospelcom.net/)

2/26 12:30—4 PM Confirmation Class Lunch & Meeting

3/11 Animal Shelter Volunteering

3/18   9 AM—4 PM Confirmation Class Day Retreat

3/26 Confirmation Sunday

KID-CRAZY-FUN-MOVIE-GAME-BABYSITTING NIGHT

Want to have the best time babysitting ever?  Join us on January 21st from 5:30 to 10:30 and play with the best kids in the world --the ones at FPC.  This is a fundraiser for the mission trip.  We will be playing games, showing movies and generally entertaining the youngest FPC'ers here at the church for a ZANY evening packed jammed full of Karen-planned games and activities. Bring yourself along a sack or fast food dinner, and get ready to PLAY with the KIDS!
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