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POST-EASTER RUMINATIONS

It’s been a quiet week….

After all the Alleluias have hushed on Easter Sunday afternoon, when the lilies wilt and droop and the left over ham soup begins growing in the refrigerator, what has really changed?   We still fight with our siblings or our spouse.  We still grieve over a friend’s death. The price of gasoline leaves us gasping at the pump. The planet is still warming and the tulips bloom too soon.  Iraq is still a quagmire and the poor are still with us.  Christ is alive, but how does that change the condition of our spirits? How might it shape our lives? How do we become “Easter People” during “Ordinary Time” and let “every morning be Easter morning from now on”?

That’s what I’ve been thinking this week.

I wonder how we begin to let Easter sink deep into our pores rather than conveniently slide across the surface of our hearts for one festival day?

I wonder what keeps us comfortable in the tombs we create for ourselves even though barriers are moved aside and a fresh breeze invites us to arise?

I wonder what fears keep us huddled together, afraid to face a changed reality?

I wonder whose words will dry tears clouding a life-giving vision?

I wonder how to energize disciples who see in Jesus’  resurrection only a comfort in death and not a renewed servant life?

I wonder how to transform a joy based on self-satisfying happiness to a joy grounded in neighbor-serving love?

It’s been a quiet week at the church, but the Alleluias still resonated in the walls. Christ IS ALIVE! It’s not over, this Easter season.  But now it’s our turn to arise, trust, follow and speak the good news with our words and our lives.  Do you wonder about Easter?

You are in the good company of the first Easter people and a multitude who have followed.  We find our way as we wonder and journey together and invite the Christ to journey alongside us.

Thanks be to God.

Linda

BOOK STUDY FOR THOUGHTFUL, ADVENTUROUS CHRISTIANS  Beginning May 3 from 7:00—8:30 pm, Linda Knieriemen will facilitate a study of religious pluralism using the book, “The Wide, Wide Circle of Divine Love,” by Presbyterian author Eugene March.  The class will meet May 3,10,17 and 24.  The book can be ordered from your favorite book store.  Please email Linda at lindak@fpcholland.org if you plan to come, and read section 1 for the first meeting.  Bring a friend!



HELP SUPPORT OUR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL!  It’s easy and is something everyone uses.  The FPP is selling car wash tickets through May for $6 each, which is a regular car wash at any of the Quality Car Wash locations.  The best part… the preschool gets 50% of the proceeds!  Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex, or see Amy Berarducci or Marnie Pierce.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! Thanks to everyone who purchased lilies to decorate our sanctuary on Easter morning. Also thanks to everyone from the counters collecting money to Chris Urbaniak and her friend who arranged and decorated the sanctuary.  Also a big thanks to Rusty for finding a new florist and doing this year after year.

THANK YOU  The Updegraff family wishes to thank everyone for their cards, prayers, and acts of kindness during my illness and that of Julie’s mother Sharon Nykamp.  The healing shawls that Sharon and I received will always remain as a reminder of the character and caring of the members of our church family.  It has been and still is a stressful time for our families.  Your continued prayers will be encouraging and welcomed.




Pat Updegraff and family

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE will meet on May 7 at 9:30 a.m. to explain the new Welcoming Program we are establishing.  The plan includes a Welcome Station with a volunteer on duty before and after service to provide church information and directions, as well as Holland information.  There will also be at least two people in the narthex before each service to welcome and direct visitors.  This is in addition to our regular greeters.  Please think about helping make our church more friendly and outgoing to visitors by attending this gathering.

ERRATA  Rev. Linda Knieriemen’s name was incorrectly spelled under her staff photograph in the Pictorial Directory.  Please note the correct spelling in your copy.  KNIERIEMEN!  If your eyes

find other errors, please bring them to the attention of the office.

DEATH—Dr. Sonja Stewart, previous Christian Education Director, has died on April 21.

She was a retired professor at Western Seminary.

LITURGIST & COMMUNION SCHEDULE FOR MAY


8:45 am





11:00 am

May 7
Paul Van Faasen



Karen Fitz La Barge


May 14
Bob Gansen



David Walter


May 21
Leah Wallar



Mary Bennett


9:30 am


Tom Urbaniak


Communion for May 7


8:45 am  




11:00 am 

Loren Meengs




Colleen Ball


Mike Berarducci




Keith Hayes


Ev Wise





Judy Faber


Elsie Bergstrom




Jack Faber


Lori Klinesteker




Elizabeth Brisol


Pat & Gary Smith

NEW MEMBERS CLASS will be held on June 3 from 9:00 to noon.  If you are interested, please contact Linda Knieriemen at 392-9022 or lindak@fpcholland.org.

TRANSPORTATION STUDY On March 3rd and 4th of 2006, the session of First Presbyterian Church attended a retreat in which the elders reviewed our mission study and developed five action items that would help the needs of our church.  One of those action items involves a study that would help define the transportation needs for those that need assistance getting to and from church services or activities at the church.  I am looking for input from those who attend worship or other church activities, as well as those who would like to attend but can’t because they do not drive.  Please understand at this time this is just a study to determine the needs of those requiring transportation.  Please contact me at church, at home 

(392-6640), or on line at heatbest@egl.net.  Hope to hear from you.                                 Jim Best                             

A NEW WOMEN’S GROUP—You are invited to join a new women’s group on the first and third Wednesday of each month from 9:30—11:30 starting in May.  We would like to take time for fellowship and exploration of diverse topics relating to women and faith.  We’ll be starting with the book, Great with Child: Reflections on Faith, Fullness and Becoming a Mother by Debra Rienstra.  Childcare will be provided.  Hope to see you there.  Vickie Altena, Amy Berarducci, Kami Beilhartz and Laura Bowen.

SAVE THE DATE!!

Presbyterian Women’s Annual Picnic—Wednesday, June 7 at Noon.  At the Rolling  Meadow-Links

Clubhouse on 48th St.  Catered Picnic Lunch—$5.00 per person.  Watch the bulletin for additional

information.

PARADE OF HOMES—June 15-24.  Presbyterian Women have been assigned a house

at 762  78th Ave.  Sign up on the schedule available on the PW shelf or call Mary Lois Larr at 

399-4771.

MISSION OUTREACH

CROP WALK  On April 29 and 30 our church joined tens of thousands of people in communities across the United States to do something Americans usually do for recreation or exercise:  walking through the streets of their communities to raise money to fund the domestic and international poverty and hunger 

relief efforts.

CROP Walk is not only exercise, it is also symbolic.  It is a way of showing solidarity with local

people and people in developing countries around the world.  More than $150 million has been

raised by CROP WALKS in the past 10 years.

Thank you to all our dedicated walkers and the many supporters!  Now it is time to collect

generous donations and turn in the envelopes!  Please remember, all CROP Walk envelopes, used or 

unused, should be returned to Tim or Nancy Staal.

ELDERS
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Rich Lievense
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Sandy Updegraff






Lori Klinesteker

Outreach



Elsie Bergstrom






Bob Smart

Stewardship



Mike Berarducci






Ann Meengs

Worship




Jim Best






Mary Deenik

Congregational Life


Bart Shumaker

Hospitality



Ellen Cuthbertson

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

DATES TO REMEMBER


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS COMING

We will again be in cooperation with Peace Lutheran Church to have a Vacation Bible School program for our children. Here are the dates and times and more information will follow.  If you are interested in getting involved please contact Sandy Updegraff at 616-399-4171.  Many hands make light work and it can be a rewarding experience working with the children and other caring adults.

When:  June 26-30

Where:  Peace Lutheran Church

Times:  9:30—11:30 ages 3 yrs to 5 yrs

             9:00—3:00 ages Kindergarten through 5th grade

POP CAN SUNDAY June 11th: Look for the BIG RED VAN!

It is a few weeks before the mission trip to Martin SD, and the youth need your POP CANS!  Bring all of your returnable bottles and cans to the church on Sunday June 11th.  Stop in the parking lot and put them in the BIG RED VAN.

(This will save you steps and keep our narthex clean too!) Ask any of the youth if you need help.  Thanks for your prayers and financial support for our mission trip!

ONE TICKET LEFT!  (Are you going???)

We have only one ticket available for Jars of Clay, the multi-platinum and three time GRAMMY award winning Christian Rock band that is coming to HOLLAND Michigan during Tulip Time!  Join us on Wednesday, May 10th. We will meet at the Church at 5:30 PM. And will be seated 

together in section 2. The great opening band is AG Silver, a local music sensation.  (See Karen to borrow their CD.)

Dear Mom,

I had a great time at the FPC Parents Night Out last time.  It has been WAY too long since the last one.  Please, please, please can I go back?  It is on Saturday May 20th, from 5-10 PM.  Can't you and Dad find something to do without me?

Think really hard and maybe you can come up with something.

Luv,

Your oh, so very good and obedient child.

GRADUATING CLASS OF 2006— please call the church office 

392-9022 with your graduating school and any future plans, so we can print it in the June newsletter.

SUMMER WORSHIP 

BEGINS ON MAY 28

WITH ONE SERVICE AT 

9:30 AM

  PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR MAY

May 7
Above All, Do No Harm (Text: Lead us not into temptation, but deliver from evil)

              Communion

May 14
Guest Preacher—Rev. Cynthia Holder-Rich

May 21
Sing the Faith (Adult Choir Presentation)

May 28
Learning by Memory

June 4
Wind Power


Communion, Pentecost

CARE CLOSET  At a meeting at a local church last month one of the members stopped me as I was leaving and asked if I belonged to one of the churches who ran the Care Closet.  When I said yes she said “thank you very very much”.  When she first moved to Holland she needed help two times from the Care Closet and was very grateful.  Our gifts really do make a difference!  First Presbyterian Church has been working with First  Reformed Church at the Care Closet since 2001.  In 2001 with financial assistance and starting in January 2002 with volunteers also.  We are now responsible for one day a week and First Reformed for one day a week.  A member of our church and a member of First Reformed shop on alternating weeks for needed items.  These items include cleaning supplies and toiletry items (things not covered by food stamps).  Linda Pynnonen coordinates our volunteers (Thursday evenings) and can always use more volunteers to staff the Care Closet.  In the last two years the number served has increased by 35%.  In the last few years Care Closet has provided assistance to over 10,000 individuals.  Last year First Reformed and First Presbyterian spent almost $9000 for products for the Care Closet (this is in addition to the items placed in the baskets on Sunday mornings).  For more information, call Linda Pynnonen or Elsie Bergstrom.

OUTREACH COUNCIL UPDATE

These are some of the items discussed at Outreach Council in April.

Habitat for Humanity—Mike DeWaard coordinating First Presbyterian volunteers

Akot—doing well.  Still need to include in our activities

Mission Fair in October—Elizabeth Bristol chairing

Care Closet—see additional article

Community Kitchen—serving about 100 people each day.  Volunteer signup sheet in Narthex.

CROP WALK—April 29 & 30th.  Results in next months Profile’s.  Thank you, Staals, for chairing.

Transitional Housing families—we have 2 families who are doing well at present.

Potluck—May 21.  David Walter will talk about Vanuatu.

Justice areas—will discuss further in June

Migrant summer reading program—meeting with other churches.  More information next Profiles.








Elsie Bergstrom

Plis olgeta yu kam long jyos long 21 May.  Mi gat wan bigfella program blong Vanuatu.  We gat kakae 

blong yufella.  Plis yu kam.  Translated, this means that on the evening of May 21 I will be putting on 

a program about Vanuatu.  There will be lots of pictures and more than a few tall tales.  It is a pot-luck 

dinner.  I would serve you laplap but I can't find enough manioc!  See you then.     David

ROAD RALLY

Saturday, May 6      5:00 -7:30 p.m.

Road Rally:  4-6 member teams compete to solve puzzles at pre-determined destinations.  Singles and couples, young and old, experienced and novices are welcome!  Middle and High Schoolers are welcome but must be accompanied by an adult driver.  Each will be judged on accuracy and time.  Many find it helpful to have a city map, pencils, scissors, flashlight, binoculars, phone book, and a cell phone.  Prizes will be awarded.  Childcare will be provided at the church and a pizza party for everyone after the rally.  You must register ahead of time – sign up sheet in narthex.

BOOK CLUB meets May 21 at 2:00 pm at First Presbyterian Church.  The book is

Bookends by Liz Curtis Higgs.  Delightful, charming, incredible writing and a message of

faith.  The book is paperback and can be bought used on-line from Amazon or 

Barnes & Noble.

YOUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED!

FPC folks, please keep the following people in your prayers as they prepare to go on the youth mission trip to Martin, SD June 17th - 25th:

Scott McCranner



Sarah Wildt

Katelyn Klinesteker


Jimmy Benko

Haley Stokes



Ted Stokes

Tyler Stokes



Fran Rosensteel

David Smith



Kyle Morrison

Denni Stid



Karen Fitz La Barge

The Final Mission Trip Soup Supper May 31st

Wednesday, May 31st is the last mission trip soup supper, and your last chance to get important information about the mission trip!  Join us 5:30 to 6:30 PM in the fellowship hall!  If you have questions, ask them now before the mini vans pull out on June 17th!

A chant heard echoing from the

 Camp Greenwood Middle High

 Youth Mix April 21, 2006...

The PARROTS are covered with MOLD!

We like to eat the CHEESE!

The EARTHWORMS swing in the BREEZE!

MUSHROOMS are STINKY and OLD!

The PIRATES have stolen our GOLD!

LICHENS grow on our KNEES!

POLLUTION makes us SNEEZE!

(by the Random Group of the Purple Paper Pine Cone, aka the "Greenwood Tigers")

YOUTH CALENDAR UPDATE

April 30 Pop Can Sunday: Mission Trip Fund Raiser.

May 1-5 Karen in St. Louis for Interim Minister Training May 3rd: Middle Youth Group Meets with Fran Rosensteel, substituting 

May 6 Road Rally! (Youth can ride with Karen!) 

May 6 Scouts Biking Day Trip 

May 10 Jars of Clay (1 ticket left!) Meet at the church at 5:30.

May 6-13 Tulip Time in Holland

May 20 Parents Night Out.  Time: 5-10. (Mission Trip Fund Raiser:Youth plan to be here 4:30 - 10:30)

May 27- 29 FPC Goes to Camp Greenwood!

Wednesday, May 31st, Mission Trip Soup Supper III.  5:30- 6:30 PM (Required for all mission trip 

participants and their families.) 

June 4 Pentecost. 2 Confirmands Received!

June 11 Pop Can Sunday (Plan to help return cans from Noon - 1:30)  

June 17- 24 Mission Trip to Martin, SD!  Pray for us!

July 8-9 FPC Canoe Trip to Hesperia            July 9-15 Scouts go to Camp Gerber
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