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September Thoughts
Earlier this week I had one of my recurring dreams: I’m back in college, I should be graduating at the end of the semester, but the one required class I have left is full and registration is closed. HELP!  Crisis! Why hadn’t I planned better? Who can I convince to let me in anyway?  When I woke up, I realized of course, that I indeed graduated from college, 28 years ago and from seminary 16 years ago, and that while other matters may raise my blood pressure,  registering for classes, and passing them, is well behind me.

Whether we are still in high school, have children in school, or grandchildren about to start preschool (or college!) for the first time, with the first week in September we mark a recurring cycle in family and social life. The whirlwind of activities is upon us from soccer practice and football games, to exams and band concerts. While we may be “crazy-busy” in these September through May days, the predictability and rhythm of school may also provide a comfort in what could otherwise be utter chaos, or its opposite, routine boredom.

Church life also offers a pattern, an ordering of days and months and years.  I hope you find a comfort in regular Sabbath worship each Sunday and regular celebration of the Lord’s Supper the first Sunday of each month. And I hope you find inspiration as we mark the liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmastide, Lent and Easter and Pentecost with their changes of color, music and theme.  And in all those in-between days known as “ordinary time” I trust God will fill your lives with the peace of traveling with God, the support of being with a church family and the motivation to keep learning and growing in faith as together serve as Christ’s hands and feet in the world.     

Linda

SEPTEMBER PREACHING SCHEDULE

	9-10
	Chaos
	
	10-1
	Blessed Are the Peacemakers

World Communion

	9-17
	You Are Called For!
	
	
	

	9-24
	The “Oops” Heard ‘Round the World’
	
	
	


Staff Comings and Goings

Associate Pastor Matt Webber joined the staff August 1.  If you haven’t yet had a chance to do so, make sure you introduce yourselves, and welcome him to FPC!

Cathy Bekken, our bookkeeper, surprised us with her resignation in late August as she secured fulltime employment.  She will be greatly missed!

Hope Alexander begins September 1 as our new housekeeper/custodian.  She also keeps Hudsonville Creamery sparkling clean, so we are thrilled to have her joining our staff for 20 hours each week. 

ELDERS





DEACONS
	Business Affairs
	Chris Polich
	
	Parish 1
	Vern Gebben

	Personnel
	Rich Lievense
	
	Parish 2
	Terri Borgman

	Christian Education
	Sandy Updegraff
	
	Parish 3
	Nancy Staal

	
	Lori Klinesteker
	
	Parish 4
	Robin Geiger

	Outreach
	Elsie Bergstrom 
	
	Parish 5
	Lynn Wildt

	
	Bob Smart
	
	Parish 6
	Jo Ann Petersen

	Stewardship
	Mike Berarducci
	
	Parish 7
	Erwin Gutsell

	
	Ann Meengs
	
	Parish 8
	Larry Briggance

	Worship
	Jim Best
	
	Parish 9
	Priscilla Grinwis

	
	Mary Deenik
	
	Parish 10
	Gene Karn

	Congregational Life
	Bart Shumaker
	
	Parish 11
	Lynette Van Oss

	Hospitality
	Ellen Cuthbertson
	
	Parish 12
	Jan Goodwin

	
	
	
	Parish 13
	Marnie Pierce

	
	
	
	Parish 14
	Will Kramer

	
	
	
	Parish 15
	Marilyn Lynn


SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

	9-1
	Mary Hoffman, Nancy West
	
	9-26
	Lucas Czarnecki

	9-2
	Chris Urbaniak, Linda Clark
	
	9-27
	Julia Burkholder

	9-4
	Erwin Gutsell, Alex Norris

Peter Anderson, Joshua Laux
	
	9-28
	Keith Malmstadt

	9-6
	Jan Van Faasen
	
	9-29
	Michael Clark

	9-7
	Julie Van Oostenburg, Alan Hering

David Gansen
	
	9-30
	Gayle Shumaker, Valerie Smith

	9-8
	Robert Olney
	
	
	

	9-9
	Aileen Borlace, Bruce Damstra
	
	
	

	9-10
	Duncan Lam
	
	
	

	9-13
	Jo Ann Petersen, Diane Hayes
	
	
	

	9-14
	Mark Van Oostenburg
	
	
	

	9-15
	Paul Van Kolken
	
	
	

	9-17
	Jan Goodwin
	
	
	

	9-18
	Trudy Steward
	
	
	

	9-19
	Joni Hoezee, Bart Pierce
	
	
	

	9-20
	Brett Bowen, Robert Weber

Bart Shumaker, Jonas Alfaro
	
	
	

	9-22
	Doris Wyngarden, Charles Smeenge
	
	
	


News from PCUSA Mission Connection—Ellen Sherby is a Mission co-worker assigned to the council of Protestant Churches of Nicaragua.  She has recently been working with two refugees from Eritrea (Africa) who were now in Nicaragua.  She explained how these two men experience their Christian faith differently and how by the grace of God we are privileged to share this.

(See bulletin board for newsletter)

Elsie Bergstrom

BREAKFAST, BOOKS AND BUSSES
With the advent of a new school year; a revised program and several school location changes have occurred.  However the Breakfast, Books and Busses will again be instituted for the elementary children.  As you are probably aware Longfellow school is closed.  The Holland East Middle school will offer classes K thru 8.  The BBB program will be offered to the 1 thru 5 children.

This provides new opportunities to those of you who can spend an early morning hour with these children reading, assisting with home work and just being there as needed.  In the past we had concentrated our efforts at Longfellow.  This year the Holland East location provides a larger range of ages that we, as a congregation, could minister to.  School starts September 5th.

Please contact Gene Karn for additional info and details @ 396-8195 or glxeng@chartermi.net

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—October 1 is Mission Family Night.  More details to follow.  Everyone bring an entrée and a salad or dessert.  Tableware and drinks are provided.
LITURGIST SCHEDULE
	9-3
	Cary Schutmaat
	
	9-24
	8:45 am Tom Glover

11:00 am Tim Staal

	9-10
	8:45 am Jack Holmes

11:00 am Cathy Blackburn
	
	
	

	9-17
	8:45 am Brian Wagner

11:00 am Liz Bristol
	
	
	


COMMUNION SERVERS FOR SEPTEMBER
September 3—Steve Magennis
Gail Hering
Alan Hering

                        Vern Gebben

Linda Gebben
Sandy Peterson
YOUTH
First of all, I would like to say thank you to everyone for the warm welcome as I joined the church family here at First Presbyterian Church.  This has been a wonderful and easier transition than I could have ever imagined.  For that I thank you all.  It has also been amazing to get to know the two youth groups.  We have already been able to have meetings with both groups in which I was able to get to know the High School Youth Group as well as the Mid-High Youth Group and I must admit I am very impressed with each and every one of them.  The groups both demonstrated an eagerness to learn about the Bible while also having fun and fellowship time with one another.  All of this began my first Sunday in town at a cook-out hosted by the High School Youth Group where we filled up on good food before we ran around playing games and getting to know the new Associate Pastor.  We have also been lucky enough to spend an exciting day at Michigan Adventure where the group continued to bond over cotton candy, roller coasters, and water slides.  Looking toward the future, both groups are looking into mission projects which they are passionate about throughout the Holland community.  Each group hopes to find one that allows monthly participation from the group members be it a recycle Sunday sponsored by the groups or helping out at a mission making sandwiches.  The upcoming year will also be filled with regularly scheduled youth meetings, movie nights, lock-ins, group bonding, friends, fellowship, and understanding that we are as Presbyterian Youth in the 21st Century.  I look forward to a fun and exciting year with some of the most amazing and lively youth.                                                      
Matt Webber

OPPORTUNTIES FOR MUSICAL SHARING ABOUND!

The Adult Choir will resume practices on Tuesday, September 5 at 7:15 pm.  There is always room for new members!  An abundance of new music will be ringing through the sanctuary this fall.  The only requirement for choir membership are a desire to sing and a sense of humor (the laughter can be contagious) EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

On December the choir will be sharing Antonio Vivaldi’s Gloria at both Sunday services.  As has been the tradition, an orchestra will come together to provide sonorous accompaniment for this often performed work.  All interested instrumentalists are encouraged to call or email Chuck (669-4314); (norrisc@gvsu.edu) as soon as possible so any needed transpositions can be prepared before the first rehearsal which will take place on Tuesday, October 10 at 6:00 pm.
There will be an informational/organizational meeting of all those who would like to partake in music leadership for the 8:45 Sunday services.  Singers and instrumentalists who regularly attend this service are invited to join Chuck in the sanctuary on Tuesday, September 5 at 6:15 pm to discuss a vision for music in our early service.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
WOMEN’S GROUP Childcare will be provided. Everyone is welcome.

Sept 6—Book discussion on Traveling Mercies:  Some Thoughts on Faith by Anne Lamott

Sept 9—Social Outing—Breakfast at Alpen Rose

Sept 20—Book discussion—same as above.

As a women and a member of First Presbyterian Church you are automatically a member of Presbyterian women.  How active you wish to be is entirely up to you!  You may be wondering, just what does being in Presbyterian Women mean to you and to this church.
PW raises money for mission, has study groups (Circles) and social events (i.e. Christmas luncheon, Lenten Breakfast and a Picnic).  Envelopes are passed at the circle meetings for mission, plus money for Least Coin and the Leper Group.  Undergarments for women are collected for the Holland Center for Women in Transition and a Kalamazoo outreach center.

We have two big money raising events in the garage sale (Marketplace Fair) and the Parade of Homes.  We also are responsible for the congregation wide “Birthday Offering” which goes directly to PW-PCUSA.  As our ongoing service project, we serve at funerals and some special events that involve use of the kitchen.

PW is governed by a board, which helps organize the activities and designate where our funds should go to best serve the community and the Presbytery.  This fall we are planning an event for late September in which all women will be invited and more information will be in the bulletin.

Now, we are at a TURNING POINT for this organization.  We need to find two additional board members— A President and a secretary.  Perhaps you have been asked or maybe we missed you but please consider being a part of Presbyterian Women in these important positions.

If you feel “called” to become a part of this important work of our church, please call 

Mary Harrington at 786-9734 or Liz Bristol at 399-4908.

Each September Presbyterian Women gathers supplies to be used for those in need through the Mission in Community Project.  First Presbyterian has been given the following wish-list of new items to be placed in the PW basket which is on the shelf near the sanctuary entrance.

1 women’s sweatshirt LG/XL
1 man’s sweatshirt LG/XL

2 winter scarves

6 each: adult caps and mittens
1 roll Christmas wrapping paper
1 pack new playing cards

5 each for men:  comb, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, manicure items, shaving needs, lotion

5 each for women:  comb, brush, toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, manicure items, sanitary pads and tampons, lotion.

6 new washcloths

School supplies—2 each:  pencils, ball-point pens, tape, crayons, books, paper, rulers, glue

1 chef type apron.

These are easy items to pick up as you shop.  Many thanks from Presbyterian Women
BOOK CLUB—Everyone is welcome to join the Book Club that will begin meeting again the 4th Sunday of every month at 2:00 in the M & M Café.  Even if you can’t come every month, you are welcome to join us when a book sounds interesting of a fun read.  We try a variety of topics, from meaningful to light-hearted.  Our first gathering after a summer break is September 24.  Book is The Space Between Us by Thirty Umrigar.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULTS

Have you attended every adult Christian education class ever offered at First Presbyterian Church?  Have you never attended an adult Christian Ed class?  Have you occasionally attended?  If you can answer “Yes” to any of these questions, have we got something for you.  In an effort to re-imagine a new take on the old “Adult Issues” group which met for years during the Sunday School hour, a small group of folks have done some brainstorming.  What we envision is a chance for adults of all ages, interests, and levels of commitment to come together and explore a variety of topics, from the personal to the global.

We will be starting off together with an exploration of “This I Believe.”  This is a format used on National Public Radio which “invites Americans from all walks of life to share brief essays describing the core values that guide their lives.”  We will be following the process as suggested to be used in a house of worship.  (For more information about this specifically, please go to the website www.npr.org; scroll down the page and click on the “this I believe” link on the right hand side of the page.)

Join us on Sunday, September 10 from 9:45 to 10:45, downstairs in the Fellowship Hall, as we begin our personal explorations with a facilitator helping us develop our own statements of personal beliefs and the values which guide our thoughts and actions.  It is our hope that this will be an opportunity for dialogue, for introspection, for sharing, and for deepening our spiritual journeys.  It is also our hope that more ideas for future offerings will arise from the group which gathers on the 10th and for four or five Sundays afterwards.  For further information, or to share your input, please contact Lori Klinesteker, 399-1102 or Kathy Floch, 392-6538.

Everything Old is New Again!
I have revised and refined the Bethel Bible class into a one year study which will be called A Pathway Thru the Bible.  Our first class will meet Monday, Sept 25 in the M & M Café from 7-9pm.  (We “break” and snack in the middle).  The class will determine meeting times, ex. no classes during holiday times.  In this study you will be given the “tools” needed for you to be able to appreciate the stories/Story and to be able to discern for yourself what is being said to you today in 2006-2007.  I will tape every class.  If there are any “snow birds” interested in this class, I will be willing to repeat the N.T. for you next fall.  Please call me if you have any questions and/or interest in being part of this class or just show up.       Judy Faber 396-8117.
THANK YOU TO OUR CHURCH GARDENING ANGELS.

After an appeal in an earlier Profiles and from Pastor Linda one Sunday during announcements the church garden this season is being well tended by these volunteers:  Libby Dickinson, Linda Gebben, Mary Hoffman, Loren Meengs, Julie Updegraff and son Alex, Chris Urbaniak, Joyce Whitbeck, Shirley Weersing, Dale Wyngarden,and Jan Petersen.  What a blessing to see the care given by many willing hands. Of course, groundskeeper Thom Samuelson stretches his 15 working hours over multiple tasks to complete the job.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Starting September 10

8:45 am Worship

9:45 am Church School

11:00 am Worship
NAMETAGS:  Please continue to wear your nametag on Sundays and at other church events.  If you wear yours visitors and new members will feel comfortable wearing theirs.  If you’ve been wondering what the colors mean:  white tags are members or regular attendees, gold are visitors, and green are those on our Welcomers team.  If you are visiting and have questions, the Welcomers are looking for you to help answer questions and introduce you to our church family.  If you have misplaced or accidentally taken your nametag home, there is a request sheet located on the small desk near the nametag boards.  You will find your new replacement nametag the next Sunday on that desk.

BLOOD BANK IS SEPTEMBER 24TH from 9:45 am to 3:45 pm

CHURCH WIDE PICNIC is at Camp Geneva ( Lakeside Pavilion).  Please plan to help us celebrate the start of our fall kick off on September 17 at 1:00.  Chicken, salads, chips and drinks will be provided, please bring your table settings and a dessert to share.

October 1—Church potluck 

October 21—HTNG—Annual Halloween Party

If you have any new ideas for events, let us know!  Call Bart Shumaker, Chris Urbaniak, Diane Hayes, Cathy Blackburn, Susan Smith or Terri Borgman.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Church School starts September 10th watch for a letter from your teacher.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL THANK YOU
Thank you to all who participated and volunteered your time and talents and donated supplies for Vacation Bible School it was a great success and could not have happened without your support.  We had 53 total children participate which half were from First Presbyterian and were also able to raise $391.19 for The Child Advocacy Center.
Thank you

Sandy Updegraff, Chair of Christian Education

IT’S PRESCHOOL TIME AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN!
Did you know First Presbyterian is one of the most well respected preschools in the area?  We’ve got a great year scheduled and are anxious to meet all the kids and parents.  If you or anyone you know is looking for a fantastic preschool experience, we do have a few openings in the 3 year olds class (T/Th afternoon) and in the 4 year olds class M/W/F afternoon).  Financial aid is available.  Please call Christa Holland-Anderson at 394-4131.   

OUTREACH
Areas discussed were:

Migrant Story hour has been staffed by 5 volunteers from First Pres. this summer.

Habitat for Humanity—if there is an opportunity for First Pres. volunteers to work on a house in Holland a signup sheet will be posted.

Mission Fair is October 15.

Transitional Housing families (2) are hanging in there.

Urban Youth Ministries—Linda Knieriemen and Elsie Bergstrom to meet with new chairperson.

Community Kitchen serves increasing numbers. First Pres. Volunteers are faithful.

Neighborhood Alliance—Linda Knieriemen and Peg Vanden Heuvel working with Faith in Motion.

Endowment money—some designated– will be printed in next Profiles after Session approval.

Care Closet needs are increasing.  Mission trip possible in February.

PEACEMAKING OFFERING
The Peacemaking Offering will be received at First Presbyterian on October 1, Worldwide Communion Sunday.  25% of this money stays with our congregation for local peacemaking efforts.  Some examples of what local congregations have used their money for are contributing to shelters from domestic violence, famine, relief work, interfaith gatherings, and sending volunteers to the Hurricane Katrina area. Synods or Presbytery’s have used their money for transitional housing for former prisoners, educational events about Palestine and Israel, a reconciliation process with Native Americans, and work to clean up land mines.  At the General Assembly level the money has been used for the International Peacemakers Program, the Journey Toward Peace in Bethlehem Antiracial and Cultural issues and providing resources to local church and Presbyteries.  Please give generously on October 1.





Elsie Bergstrom

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
	Jeannette Gage
	Marge Travis
	FREEDOM VILLAGE INN  

	Mary Weber
	Birdella Clark
	145 Columbia Ave. Suite 1, Holland, MI 49423

	Frances Martin
	
	RESTHAVEN 49 E 32nd St., Holland, MI 49423

	Shirley Judd
	
	OAKCREST MANOR  11909 James St., Holland, MI 49424

	Joyce Scholten
	
	HERITAGE HEALTH CARE  

	Bob Jacobusse
	
	FOUNTAIN VIEW 340 W 40th St. Bldg 4 Room 13 

	Mary Noe
	
	PINEWOOD CHRISTIAN RETIREMENT HOME

	
	
	1714 E. 32nd St., Holland, MI 49423

	James Arndt
	
	829 Apple Blossom Lane, Holland MI 49423

	Ermal Reed
	
	4000 N Michigan Rd Dimondale MI   48821


CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
“To stay,” not Tuesday

I was leading a Sunday school class in the singing of “I’ve Got the Joy.”  With smiles on their faces, the children sang, “I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart. (Where?) Down in my heart to stay!”  When he heard that last phrase, one 5-year old boy looked up at me with a puzzled look on his face and asked, “On Tuesday?”  “No”, I laughed, “Not Tuesday, to stay.”  “But YOU said, “Tuesday!” His remark led our class into a conversation about having joy in our hearts on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and every day of the week.  Another boy said, “Yeah 24/7!”  What a lesson I learned that day. We all have the joy of the Lord in our hearts, every day of the week and every hour of the day!
Dear Friends,

As a part of our summer vacation this year, my wife, Anne, and I took a few days to relax in Saugatuck.  We enjoyed the laid-back atmosphere of  Saugatuck and Douglas, and we also had a great time at the Meijer Gardens in Grand Rapids.

At the close of our weekend, we were unsure about our choir for Sunday morning worship.  Drive to Grandville and hear nationally-known author Brian McLauren speak at Mars Hill Church?  Accept the invitation of an acquaintance to attend the United Church of Christ congregation in Douglas?  Or head into Holland to the nearby Presbyterian Church?

We chose the latter and were blessed by our participation in your worship service.  At every turn, the commitment and creativity of the pastor, session and congregation were evident—an excellent sermon and pastoral prayer by the guest preacher, creative youth programming in the H20 Olympics, a warm welcome by your greeters and a great conversation with Amie Stid, and wonderful display in your hallways.

As a pastor who cares deeply about congregational life in our Presbyterian Church (USA), I was so grateful to encounter your vibrant witness and dedication.  Thank you!

Peace,
W. Glen Bell

THANK YOU for making my birthday bright.  I was surprised to receive a call and hear the congregation singing happy birthday to me at the service.   Thanks so much—it brought me to tears.  
Ethel Sincock                                                                                           

THANK YOU for helping me celebrate my 90th birthday.  Linda and Matt made a visit.  Children came to sing happy birthday to me with balloons and hugs. Thanks for the cards and flowers.
Frances Martin           
                                                                                                                               










CONGRATULATIONS Joclyn Arrabella Alfaro who was born in July to Rito & Theresa Alfaro and to Travis Chambers and Melissa Essenburg who were united in marriage on August 11.

USHERS—We are looking forward to September 10, the first Sunday that our 2006-07 8:45 and 11:00 service ushers will be on duty.  As we do each year, we encourage any one who would like to be an usher, substitute or full time, to please contact me at 396-7667.  Or if you know of someone who might be interested, call me with a name, I’ll call the person so that I can personally tell them how much we would appreciate adding them to our usher list.  My sincere thanks to last year’s ushers and those who will be serving during 2006-07.  
Rusty

CRAFT & CHAT— come to the Meet & Mingle Café on Monday nights at 7:00 pm, starting July 10. Bring your sewing, scrap booking, crocheting, or unfinished projects and chat.  If you just want to come for the fellowship that is fine—no craft required.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR—September 27 at 9:00 am meet at church to carpool.  Hudsonville Ice Cream tour.

RECIPROCAL LANGUAGE PARTNERSHIP INFORMATIONAL 

MEETINGS AND CLASSES

Questions:  Call Laura Zondervan, Building Site Coordinator at 772-2887

Class Calendar for Fall of 2006

Informational Meetings:  All prospective participants must attend a meeting prior to enrolling in the RLP class.  Two dates are given for convenience.

Tuesday, September 5, 2006


6:30—7:30—Meeting for native English speakers


7:30—8:30—Meeting for native Spanish speakers




OR

Thursday, September 7. 2006


6:30—7:30—Meeting for native English speakers


7:30—8:30—Meeting for native Spanish speakers

Child care will be provided (free) during the meetings and classes.







