
 

 



 

 

ENTERING GOD’S PRESCENCE  

 
GATHERING SONG     #411     God is Here Today 
 
LIFE AT FIRST 
 
RINGING THE BELL  
 
CENTERING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP 
 All: Jesus, be the center. 
  Focus our minds. 
  Discover our hearts. 
  Give us peace in the unknowing  
  That in the uncertainty we may find your inescapable love. 
 
CENTERING MUSIC               Andante espressivo from Trio, Op. 63                   C.M. von Weber    

 

*UNITING OUR HEARTS 
 One:  Here is something unquestionably true:  
 All:  God loves me. 
 One:  God loves you.  
 All:  God Loves us.  
 One:  And God uses everything—even the uncertain—to create love and connection. 
 All:  Come, let us worship God with one heart and voice. Amen. 
 
*HYMN     #22     God of the Sparrow  
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

 *Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

First Sunday of Lent //  February 26, 2023 // 10am 

ASK 



 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Provider God, you have given us everything. You created the abundance of the 
 earth. You taught us to plant, nurture, and harvest. We are blessed by all you have 
 given us, but we are not always content. We strive for more. We take what isn’t 
 ours. We stockpile what you have given us, even when others don’t have enough. 
 Forgive us. Teach us to share your abundance so that all may know your goodness 
 and grace. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON  
 Cantor:   Kyrie eleison,  Lord, have mercy.  
 All:   Kyrie eleison.                                 
 Cantor:   Christe eleison,     Christ, have mercy. 
 All:    Christe eleison.      
 Cantor:   Kyrie eleison,            Lord, have mercy.  
 All:   Kyrie eleison 
 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE 
 
*GLORIA     #582     Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  
 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
 
ANTHEM                                         Create in Me a Clean Heart                                    Carl Mueller  

 

HEARING GOD’S WORD  

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN                                                                             Thank You for Loving Me 
 Thank you for loving* me (x4)  
 
 *hearing, knowing, healing  
 
SCRIPTURE READING            Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-13  
 One: The word of God for the people of God. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION                This is My Father’s World                              arr. Grace Kim   
 



 

 SERMON                                                                                                      Rev. Paul Van Kempen 
 
*HYMN      #726     Will You Come and Follow Me  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Some choose to begin this prayer, “Our Mother”, “Our Creator” or “Our Parent.”    
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.    
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
 Give us this day our daily bread;    
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;    
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.    
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    
 
THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND LIVES  
 
*OFFERTORY SONG     #698     Take, O Take Me as I Am  
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 
*HYMN      #757     Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples  

 

CARRYING GOD’S LOVE INTO THE WORLD  

 

*BENDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE                         I Come to the Garden Alone                     arr. Catherine McMichael   



 

 

Worship Leaders:  Rev. Cathy Hoop, Rev. Paul Van Kempen, Leah Waller, Tim Staal,  
Chuck Norris, FPC Choir, Emily Grabinski Conklin, Tim Staal,  

Andrew Plaisier, Nick Norris.   

Thanks to: Sound and Video Pete Hoffswell, Greeter Mary Bennet and Ushers,  
Bus Drivers, M&M Café Providers, Abbie Nutter and Nursery Care Providers  

Kyrie Eleison 



 

 

Lenten Book Study Sign-up // This year for our Lenten Book Study we'll be reading Take This 
Bread by Sara Miles. It is the "spiritual memoir" of a woman who went from atheist, to taking 
communion, to feeding the city with 12 food pantries.  It is a great book that helps us to think 
carefully about the sacrament of communion and how the sacraments compel us to action in the 
world.  
Sign up in person on Sunday morning at the information desk or watch the eWeekly to sign up 
online. There are three group options: 
 
 Wednesdays at 7:30pm on Zoom with Lauren Stouffer (Starting Mar 1-April 5) 
 Thursdays at 2:00pm at church with Pastor Paul (Starting Mar 2-April 6 ) 
 Sundays at 11:00am at church with Pastor Cathy (Starting Feb 26-April 2) 
 
Easter Flowers for the Sanctuary // Help create a beautiful worship space for Easter Sunday 
and purchase a plant.  We will coordinate through Pat's Floral. Watch for more details.. 
 
Game and Soup Night // Join us for soup and board games! We invite all ages to bring soup, 
bread, or dessert to share, and bring your favorite (family friendly!) card or board game. We will 
meet in the fellowship hall at noon after the Education Hour and enjoy games and a meal as we 
get to know each other better.  
 Sunday, March 5 at noon after Education Hour. 
 
All God’s Children: Faith That Is LGBTQ+ Affirming // You are invited to a panel discussion: 
"All God’s Children: Faith That Is LGBTQ+ Affirming" on the topic of biblical support for inclusion 
of all God's children. The intention of this panel is to help us better understand and articulate how 
inclusion of our LGBTQ+ siblings is not despite our faith in Jesus but is inspired by that faith. 
There will be a time for questions following the panel discussion. Please note that this is a space 
for learning how to have a more expansive and inclusive faith, and is not intended to be a debate. 
 Sunday, March 12 from 4-5:30pm at Herrick District Library. 
 FPC is a co-sponsor of this event. We hope to see you there.  
 
Women’s Retreat // Save the Date! Please join the women of the church for a one day retreat, 
Worthy of Time: Whispers of Solitude. Guest speaker is Rev. Wendy Van Tassell. 
 Saturday, March 18 / 9am - 4 pm at FPC.  
 Cost is $30 per person and includes lunch and beverages.  
 Brochures are on the information desk.  
 Questions? Contact Bonnie Cowie with questions: dbcowie@sbcglobal.net 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

 

Installation Service for Rev. Cathy Caldwell-Hoop // Sunday, March 26 at 2pm. 
 
GVSU Men's Choral Group //  Chuck Norris' men’s choral group will be performing at St. Cecilia's 
in Grand Rapids on April 1 at 7:30pm for a free concert.  They will be singing music written and 
directed by Andre Thomas. We are offering transportation on the church bus.  We will leave the 
church parking lot at 6:15pm.  Please make your reservation with Carleen Bauer or Chris 
Urbaniak.    
 
Celebration of Life Service // A Celebration of Life service will be held for Elaine Evenson on 
April 15 at 11am with a luncheon to follow. All are Welcome. 

Thank you // The family of Karen Wilson expresses sincere 
thanks to the entire congregation on the passing of 
Wiley Wilson. Your thoughts, prayers and concern were felt 
by all of us. A book of Daily Peace in memory of Wiley was 
delivered by one of the Deacons. I look forward each day to 
seeing the photos as well as reading the words of wisdom. 
 
All will be well...and all will be well...and every kind of thing 
will be well.  ~Julian of Norwich  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

659 State St., Holland, Michigan 49423 / Office: (616) 392-9022 / Email: office@fpcholland.org 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


