
Worshiping, serving, and living with a fresh vision of 

God’s vibrant energy and grace for all.   



 

CENTERING WORDS: On the first Sunday of Advent the church says,  
Look! Keep awake! Face your profoundest fear, and then, my Love, I have something  

wonderful to show you!   ~ Suzanne Guthrie, Edge of the Enclosure  

 

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 

 
PRELUDE  
 
RINGING THE BELL & LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE  
 
GREETING  
 One: The God of life be with you.  
 All: And also with you!  
 
GATHERING SONG      #92 While We Are Waiting, Come                                          Tim Staal 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                  Bruce Rosensteel 
 One: The world leans into fear, perpetuates foreboding.  
 All: And yet we are invited to lift up our heads.  
 One: Signs appear all around us, whispering to give up on hope.  
 All: And yet we are invited to come and see.   
 One: Many places, outside and within, have been laid waste.  
 All: And yet we are invited, for redemption draws near.  
 One: We have wandered far and wide, longing for peace.  
 All: And yet we are always invited to come home.   
 One: Come, you are invited.   
 All: Come, you are invited.  

 One: Let us worship God together.   

 

 *Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

December 1, 2024 // 10am 



*HYMN      #82     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION                        Rev. Paul Van Kempen 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 One: God who invites us in,   
 All: We know that often we have listened to fear and doubt.   
 One: Often we have responded to every call on our lives but your voice.  
 All: When signs appear in the sun, moon and stars,  
 One: When waves crash and people faint in fear,  
 All: When heaven itself shakes the earth,  
 One: Give us strength to answer your invitation.  
 All: Let us turn our eyes upon you,  
  Lift our heads and stand with strength,  
  Knowing you have invited us all:  

  We will not be afraid. Amen.   

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
 
*PASSING THE PEACE    
 One: The peace of Christ be with you.  

 All: And also with you.   

 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 
TIME WITH CHILDREN      He Came Down  
 All: He came down that we might have hope (x3)  
  Hallelujah, forevermore 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH                                       Alan, Alana, James & Ivy Cocanour 
 One: Today we light one candle,   
  remembering that God has invited us all.   
 All: We respond and accept God’s invitation  
  During this holy season of Advent.   
 One: As we prepare our hearts and minds  
  For the coming of Jesus this Christmas,  



 All: May we share in God’s generosity  

  And invite all people to share in God’s love.  

 
ANTHEM                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                     arr. Parker and Shaw  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READING  
 Jeremiah 33: 14 - 16 
  Luke 21: 25 - 33 
 
 One: The Word of God for the people of God;  
 All: thanks be to God.    
 
SERMON                                                                              Rev. Cathy C. Hoop 
        
 

*HYMN     #357    The Days Are Surely Coming  

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE 

 
LIFE AT FIRST            
Please take this time to sign the red Friendship Pad found on the pew near you. If you have a  
prayer request that you would like shared in worship, please fill out a prayer card and place it in  
the offering. 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY  
 
*DOXOLOGY (Printed in the bulletin) 
 



*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
 All: Joyous God, Originator of all Gifts,  
  This day and always, we celebrate the gifts of our hands and hearts.   
  We share our talents and time, knowing our energy builds the world  
  with love.  We share our treasures, knowing that all gifts we entrust to  
  your Church will build your Realm. With joy, we devote our first fruits  
  to loving you and your children. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 One: God of Advent,  
 All: We are waiting for Love without end:  
 One: without conditions, without violence, without fear.  
 All: We are waiting for Justice without end:  
 One: without vengeance, without hatred, without lies.  
 All: We are waiting for Peace without end:  
 One: without displacement, without borders, without war.  
 All: We are waiting for Restoration without end:  
 One: without favoritism, without fatigue, without debt.  
 All: We are waiting for Joy without end:  
 One: without reservation, without rebuke, without want.  
 All: Holy Love, Divine Justice,  
  God of Peace, Restoration and Joy:  
  with all the world, we await your coming. Amen.  
 
 Some choose to begin this prayer, “Our Creator,” “Our Mother,” or “Our Parent.”    
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.    
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.    
  Give us this day our daily bread;    
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;    
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.    
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.   
 
COMMUNION HYMN    #507     Come to the Table of Grace  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER  
 
INVITATION  
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
SANCTUS         #552         Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  
 
COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

*HYMN  #100     Canticle of the Turning  

 

 CARRYING GOD’S LOVE INTO THE WORLD  

 

*BENEDICTION    
 

SENDING SONG    #92    While We Are Waiting Come  

Worship Leaders:  Rev. Cathy Hoop, Rev. Paul Van Kempen, Bruce Rosensteel,  

Tim Staal, Beth Magennis, FPC Choir, Rose Gifford   

Thanks to: Sound and Video Tim Richardson, Greeter and Ushers, Bus Drivers,  

M&M Café Providers, Kate Overbeek and Nursery Care Providers    















Advent Doxology 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

659 State St., Holland, Michigan 49423 / Office: (616) 392-9022 / Email: office@fpcholland.org 

FPC is a More Light congregation, celebrating the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ 
individuals in life, ministry and witness of the PC (USA) and in society.  

You are welcome here, and you are loved. Learn more at MLP.org  

Cathy Caldwell-Hoop Senior Pastor and Head of Staff Cathy@fpcholland.org 

Paul Van Kempen Associate Pastor and  Paul@fpcholland.org 

   Director of Music 

Lori Lepard  Administrative Assistant   Office@fpcholland.org 

Marlene Field  Bookkeeper   Marlene@fpcholland.org 

Lori Klinesteker  Clerk of Session &   Lori@fpcholland.org 

   Children’s Ministry Leader 

Jane Oosterhouse Custodian   Jane@fpcholland.org 

Thom Samuelson  Maintenance    Thom@fpcholland.org 

Sue Stock  Communications   Sue@fpcholland.org 
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DEACONS:  
Class of 2025: Nancy Staal, Lauren Stouffer,  
Paul Van Kolken.  
Class of 2026: Tom Glover, Terri Schamper. 
Class of 2027: Lloyd Helder, Michele Richardson, 
Leah Wallar. 

 

ELDERS:  
Class of 2025: Gail Hering, Beth Magennis,  
Jon Mc Fadyen, Danielle Peterson, Ben Rund-Scott 
Class of 2026:  Carleen Bauer, Bill Evenson,  
Cassie Kregger, Bruce Rosensteel.  
Class of 2027: Jen Laux Ludwig, Tom Salley,  

Dave Zessin 

 
Children's Programming During Worship: 

Children of all ages are encouraged and welcome to be with us during worship. If you prefer an 

alternative: 

 - Nursery: Newborn - 3 years of age. Available for the whole service. 

 - Celebration Time - 4 years of age through 1st grade. Available after Children's Time.  

Education Offerings After Worship: 

Education hour is from 11:15a -12:00p. All are welcome to participate! 

 - Adult Class - Michigan  Room 

 - Youth - Youth Room 

 - Worship Center - PreK - 5th grade  

 - Nursery - Newborn through 3 years 


