first presbyterian church|

Worshiping, serving, and living with a fresh vision of
God’s vibrant energy and grace for all.



ORDER OF WORSHIP
First Sunday of Advent // November 30, 2025 // 10am

CENTERING PRAYER:
Breathe in: God listens...
Breathe out: to my deepest longings.

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE

PRELUDE
RINGING THE BELL & LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

GREETING
One: The God of life be with you.
All:  And also with you!

GATHERING SONG  #89 For You O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits

*CALL TO WORSHIP Terri Schamper
One: On Sundays and Mondays,
All:  on good days and bad days,
One: early in the morning and very late at night,

All:  here in this room, and out in the world,
One:  God, we long for you to break in.
All:  Meet us in this space.

One:  Surprise us with your presence.

All:  Fill this room with your good news.
One:  With hope,

All:  we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: Hope

*HYMN #88 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 1,2,6,7)

*Please stand if you are comfortable doing so.



INVITATION TO CONFESSION Rev. Dr. Paul Van Kempen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
One: Ever-present God,
we long to feel you close.
All:  We long to feel your presence in our lives.
We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world.
One: However, if we're honest,
we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst.
All:  Forgive our rushing and distractions.
Forgive our wandering hearts and center us in this space.
One: Remind us that even in the time of Herod,
even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*PASSING THE PEACE

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH CHILDREN Don’t Be Afraid

All:  Don’t be afraid!
My love is stronger,
my love is stronger than your fears.
Don’t be afraid!
My love is stronger,
and | have promised,
promised to be always near.

ANTHEM People, Look East Arr. John Leavitt

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION



SCRIPTURE READINGS
Lamentations 3: 55 - 57

One: The Word of God for the people of God.
All:  Thanks be to God.
Luke 1:5-13
One: Holy wisdom, holy Word.
All:  Thanks be to God.
SERMON From Fear and Longing
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
One:  We have seen the valley.
All:  We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night,
and still we believe.
One:  We believe in God-with-us.
All:  We believe in the hope of tomorrow.
We believe that good news is louder than fear.
One:  We believe this good news is for all people.
All:  So even when our knees shake,
even when our voice trembles,
even when fear is all around us,
we will hold onto that good news.
One:  We will reach for each other.
We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy.
We will proclaim:
All:  Unto us, love is born.
We have seen the longest night,
and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe. Amen.
*HYMN In the Time of Herod (Insert)

Rev. Cathy C. Hoop



RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

LIFE AT FIRST

Please take this time to sign the red Friendship Pad found on the pew near you. If you have a
prayer request, you are invited to fill out a prayer card (found in the pew-backs) and put it in the
offering plate. The ushers will deliver it to the pastors.

Moment for Mission & Fifth Sunday Offering: Nestlings' Diaper Bank
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY Show Up Britt Kusserow
*ADVENT DOXOLOGY (Insert)

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Some choose to begin this prayer, “Our Creator,” “Our Mother,” or “Our Parent.”
All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*HYMN  #100 Canticle of the Turning

CARRYING GOD’S LOVE INTO THE WORLD

*BENEDICTION

CHORAL BLESSING Blessing Susan and Lee Dengler

Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.



Worship Leaders: Worship Leaders: Rev. Cathy Hoop, Rev. Paul Van Kempen,
Beth Magennis, FPC Choir, Rose Gifford, Terri Schamper
Thanks to: Sound and Video Tim Richardson, Greeter and Ushers, Bus Drivers,
M&M Café Providers, Kiki Lemen and Nursery Care Providers

Our worshiping community extends beyond our sanctuary.
Let us hold in our prayers the following members:

Ellen Cuthbertson — Grand Pines Assisted Living Carolyn Russell — Resthaven Maplewoods
Lenore & Gordon DePree — Farmstead Assisted Living | Phil Sturdevant — Resthaven Care Center
Dean Effken — Riley’s Grove in Zeeland Mary Ann & Mike Van Houzen - Home
Meriem Elwell — Freedom Village Sue & Don Williams - Freedom Village

Bill Evenson - Home Ron Williams — Michigan Veteran's Home,
Judy & Jack Faber — Farmstead Assisted Living Grand Rapids

Mickey & Neal Harris - home

JoAnn Karn — MediLodge (Rm 301) If you know of someone who should be
Marianne & David McBeth - home added to this list, please contact the
Jeanine Roberts — Home church office.




Advent Doxology

Arr. Leslie Poss
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-,IJ{; The First Sunday of Advent | \X/at do you fear?
a :" INTHE TIME OF HEROD, WE LONG FOR GOD TO BREAK IN

In the Time of Herod

CRANHAM 11111111
Words by Anna Strickland, 2025 Music by Gustav Holst, 1906

In the time of Her - od, fear had ta - ken hold Hope was  bur - ied
Thick as fog the fear grew, slow - ly creep-ing in Day by day  the
Pierc - ing through the stra - tus comes the an - gels' song "Do not  fearl" rings

the time of He - rod, fear has ta - ken hold Still we  share a
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deep and hid - den, rare as gold Or - di -na -ry peo - ple dared
pec - ple bent and drew with - in With the clouds se hea - wy, wheo
hol - low when we've feared 50 long still in  the re - cess es of
leng - ing for a glimpse of hope Or - di -na - ry peo - ple shout
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not speak a - loud Dreams of the Mes - si - ah break- ing through the clouds

could see the stars? Hope - less-ness had trapped them, strong as pris - on bars

our wea - ry souls Some - thing is a - wak - ened— could it be our hope?

the truth we trust: God will step at ne - thing to be here  with us
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For You, O Lord, My Soul 39

in Stillness Waits
My Soul in Stillness Waits

Refrain Am Dm F G A BP C Am7 Dm
| A == S P ARy a Fin(_)
1 1 ! | | D | 1 1
o E— l 0 . ; N 1  — 1
e o

For you, O Lord, my soul in still-ness waits; tru-ly my hope is in you.
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whole, be com - fort to our hearts.
born in dy - ing and in ris - ing.
us the path-way of your peace.
all the peo - ple of God’s hand.
stars, and pres -ent to us now.



88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran -som
2 O come, thou Wis-dom from on high, who or-derest
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5 O come, thou Key of David, come,

6 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
and open wide our heavenly home;

our spirits by thine advent here;

make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoicel Emmanuel

shall come to thee, O Israel. shall come to thee, O Israel.
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.



100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout

Canticle of the Turning
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100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout

Canticle of the Turning
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Advent Study// This Sunday, November 30t, we will begin our discussion of, Calling All
Angels by Erin Wathen at 11:15 in the Michigan Room. There are still a few copies of the book
available at the church or it is available as an e-book.

Fifth Sunday Offering//Our Outreach Council has designated “Fifth Sundays” as special
offering Sundays. This month’s focus will be Nestlings’ Diaper Bank. Please look for the Fifth
Sunday offering envelopes in the pew racks. This special offering will also kick off our diaper
drive for the month of December.

Congregational Meeting // Session is calling for a congregational meeting for the purpose of
electing Elders, Deacons and a Youth Elder. Plan to attend Sunday, Dec. 7 immediately
following worship.

Nativity Display and Lanterns // The Worship and the Arts Council would love to display your
Nativity scenes again in the M&M Cafe during our season of Advent. If you would like to
contribute your Nativity scene, please drop them off in the office. Make sure your box is
clearly labelled so we can return them to you after Epiphany. Do you have a “decorative”
lantern you could loan to the church for Advent? As we welcome the light of Christ, we hope to
add a variety of lanterns to our worship space. Thank you for your contributions!

First Presbyterian Preschool — Annual Car Wash Fundraiser // The Preschool is once
again partnering with Quality Car Wash to raise funds for scholarships. You can purchase
individual car wash passes or monthly subscription passes—perfect practical gifts and
excellent stocking stuffers this holiday season! If you'd like to support the Preschool, please
see Bev Plagenhoef to make your purchase. The fundraiser runs through Sunday, Dec. 7.

Confirmation Class Meals // Our Confirmation class continues to meet over the next few
months on Sunday afternoon from 12-1:30pm. We have three confirmands and their mentors -
a group of seven, including Pastor Paul. We're inviting members of the congregation to
provide a meal for the group - either by bringing something from home or picking up takeout.
It's a simple but meaningful way to support our youth and their mentors as they grow in faith
together. If you'd like to provide a meal, please sign up at the Outreach Desk.

Men’s Book Group // Our next meeting will be December 8 at 2:30pm. The book being
discussed is The Last Secret Agent by Pippa LaTour.



Presbyterian Women // Wednesday, December 10 at Noon our annual Soup Luncheon will take
place. And...the basket is in the church entry by the elevator for our annual gifts of women's and
children's underwear to RESILIENCE. Gifts must be new and unwrapped.

Habitat for Humanity // The next Habitat work day is scheduled for December 11. Future work
date is Jan. 15. Questions can be directed to wehaines@icloud.com.

Volunteers Needed // We are in need of volunteers for the Christmas Eve Service(s). Please
consider volunteering for one of the following: Usher, Bus driver and helper, Tech Team, Nursery
and 5pm Communion Servers. If you are interested please contact Lori in the front office,
office@fpcholland.org or 616-392-9022.

Charity Sew-In Opportunity // Tuesday, January 20th, 10 am - 3 pm at FPC. Big Red Quilters’
Guild (BRQG) of Holland is grateful to First Presbyterian Church for the opportunity to have some
storage and meeting space for their Outreach Committee. The BRQG Outreach Committee and
BRQG members make quilts to donate to Lakeshore Pregnancy, Hope Packages, Resilience and
sometimes others as need arises. The guild members donated 110 quilts January - July of 2025!
The BRQG Outreach Committee would like to invite First Presbyterian members who like to sew
to their Sew-In event on Tuesday, January 20, from 10-3 downstairs in the fellowship hall. Or just
stop in to say, hi and see what it's all about! There will be fabric and kits available to sew, you can
make a few blocks or work on a whole quilt. Bring your own machine and sewing basics if you
want to sew. There will also be opportunity to help by ironing blocks, and cutting fabrics for kits.
We will have irons and ironing boards available but if you want to cut, you will need to bring your
cutting mat and rotary cutter. If you have any questions, contact Janet Haines. 989-400-2998 or
janethaines24@gmail.com.

Talent Show // FPC will be hosting a Talent/ Untalent Show on Jan 25,2026 at 3pm. You can
perform by yourself, by couples, or groups doing skits, musical instruments, singing, ect.
Presentations need to be five minutes or less. For those that are not stage performers, there will
be an opportunity to display your talents, such as quilting, painting, woodworking, ect. Watch for
more information to come along with sign up sheets.

Save the Date // The Women'’s Retreat is planned for Saturday, February 28 at FPC.
Barb Schreur will be speaking. More details along with registration to come.



Cathy Caldwell-Hoop
Paul Van Kempen

LL Director of Music
Lori Lepard Administrative Assistant
LL. part
< Marlene Field Bookkeeper
I_ Lori Klinesteker Clerk of Session &
Children’s Ministry Leader
w Jane Oosterhouse Custodian
Thom Samuelson Maintenance
Sue Stock Communications
DEACONS: ELDERS:
Class of 2026: Tom Glover, Terri Schamper Class of

Class of 2027: Kristin Goddard, Lloyd Helder,
Michele Richardson, Leah Wallar
Class of 2028: Cathy Colten, Gail Hering,

Fred Mc Conkey

Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
Associate Pastor and

Cathy@fpcholland.org
Paul@fpcholland.org

Office@fpcholland.org
Marlene@fpcholland.org
Lori@fpcholland.org

Jane@fpcholland.org
Thom@fpcholland.org
Sue@fpcholland.org

2026: Carleen Bauer, Bill Evenson
Cassie Kregger, Bruce Rosensteel, Tim Staal

Class of 2027: Jen Laux Ludwig, Tom Salley

Class of 2028: Jon Kreple, Lauren Stouffer,
Chris Urbaniak

alternative:

- Youth - Youth Room

Children's Programming During Worship:
Children of all ages are encouraged and welcome to be with us during worship. If you prefer an

- Nursery: Newborn - 3 years of age. Available for the whole service.
- Celebration Time - 4 years of age through 1st grade. Available after Children's Time.

Education Offerings After Worship:
Education hour is from 11:15a -12:00p. All are welcome to participate!
- Adult Class - Michigan Room

- Worship Center - PreK - 5th grade
- Nursery - Newborn through 3 years

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

659 State St., Holland, Michigan 49423 / Office: (616) 392-9022 / Email: office@fpcholland.org

MORE LIGHT

FPC is a More Light congregation, celebrating the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+
individuals in life, ministry and witness of the PC (USA) and in society.
You are welcome here, and you are loved. Learn more at MLP.org




