first presbyterian church|

Worshiping, serving, and living with a fresh vision of
God’s vibrant energy and grace for all.



ORDER OF WORSHIP
Second Sunday of Advent
What Do You Fear?
December 7, 2025 // 10am

CENTERING BREATH PRAYER:
Inhale: God is making all things new.
Exhale: May | perceive it.

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE

PRELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Lani Smith
RINGING THE BELL & LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

GREETING
One: The God of life be with you.
All:  And also with you!

GATHERING SONG #90 Wait for the Lord

*CALL TO WORSHIP Collin Magennis
One: Family of faith, God is at work!
All:  God is healing and creating,
One: redeeming and dreaming,
All:  calling and sending,
One: listening and loving.
All:  Yes, indeed, God is at work!
One:  So may we worship our God who never gives up.
All:  May we worship our God who holds onto hope. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: Peace

*HYMN #87 Comfort, Comfort Now My People

*Please stand if you are comfortable doing so.



INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

All:

On-the-move God,

we have every reason to hold onto hope.

We have every reason to believe that spring will come,
that flowers will bloom, that the sun will rise.

And yet, too often hope slips through our fingers.
With anxious hearts we cry out to you,

“Will change ever come? Will things ever get better?
Will I ever make a difference?”

Soothe our wandering hearts and show us the places
where the sun is shining.

Show us the places where you are on the move.

With open hearts we pray,

amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

One: Family of faith,

in our honesty,

All:  we are heard.

One: In our worries,

All:  we are held.

One: In our failings,

All:  we are forgiven.

One: In our fear,

All:  we are not alone.

One: Friends, this is the good news of the gospel!

All:  When we’re running out of hope, God is still at work.

One: Thanks be to God!

All:  Amen.
*PASSING THE PEACE

One: The peace of Christ be with you.

All:  And also with you.

Rev. Cathy C. Hoop



HEARING GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH CHILDREN Don’t Be Afraid

All:  Don't be afraid!
My love is stronger,
my love is stronger than your fears.
Don’t be afraid!
My love is stronger,
and | have promised,
promised to be always near.

ANTHEM Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming arr. Joel Raney
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Isaiah 43:19-21
One: The Word of God for the people of God
All:  Thanks be to God!

Matthew 11:1-11
One: Holy wisdom, holy word!
All:  Thanks be to God

SERMON Rev. Dr. Paul Van Kempen
*HYMN Looking Out a Prison Window (insert)

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE
LIFE AT FIRST

Please take this time to sign the red Friendship Pad found on the pew near you. If you have a
prayer request, you are invited to fill out a prayer card (found in the pew-backs) and put it in the
offering plate. The ushers will deliver it to the pastors.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING



OFFERTORY O Lord, How Shall | Meet You?
*ADVENT DOXOLOGY (Insert)

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

HYMN #507 Come to the Table of Grace

THE LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORDS PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All:  Loving God,

In a world racked with fear,
you gather us together.
You set the table.
You meet us here.
You nourish our bodies
as you nourish our spirits.
You remind us that this is a joyful feast,
and that fear cannot win every time.
So with renewed courage,
with renewed hope,
with renewed conviction,
send us out into the world.
Help us to feed others as you have fed us.
With gratitude we pray,
amen.

*HYMN #92 While We Are Waiting, Come

Paul Manz



CARRYING GOD’S LOVE INTO THE WORLD

*BENEDICTION

*CHORAL BLESSING Blessing Susan and Lee Dengler

All are invited to stay for the Congregational Meeting following worship.

Today'’s liturgy was written by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.

Worship Leaders: Rev. Cathy Hoop, Rev. Paul Van Kempen, Beth Magennis,
Collin Magennis, FPC Choir, Rose Gifford, Karen Howells

Thanks to: Sound and Video Tim Richardson and Ben Van Kempen, Greeter and Ushers,
Bus Drivers, M&M Café Providers, Kiki Lemen and Nursery Care Providers

Our worshiping community extends beyond our sanctuary.

Let us hold in our prayers the following members:
Ellen Cuthbertson — Grand Pines Assisted Living Carolyn Russell — Resthaven Maplewoods
Lenore & Gordon DePree — Farmstead Assisted Living | Phil Sturdevant — Resthaven Care Center
Dean Effken - Riley’s Grove in Zeeland Mary Ann & Mike Van Houzen - Home
Meriem Elwell — Freedom Village Sue & Don Williams - Freedom Village
Bill Evenson - Home Ron Williams — Michigan Veteran's Home,
Judy & Jack Faber — Farmstead Assisted Living Grand Rapids
Mickey & Neal Harris - home
JoAnn Karn — MediLodge (Rm 301) If you know of someone who should be
Marianne & David McBeth - home added to this list, please contact the
Jeanine Roberts — Home church office.
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Advent Doxology

Arr. Leslie Poss
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JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

90

Wait for the Lord

Refrain (Psalm 27)
ﬁ H | |
[ ] | |
’}. m— & ’} &
. - i~ = Lo -
T
Wait  for the Lord, whose day is near.
& ——— e —— : :
)-F 3 e S —4
! 7 ¢ Z ‘
| 4 |
= —h | .
S e =
AN “ i i el - = iy o0 | |
Y f
Wait for  the Lord; be strong; take heart!
—
]._. ]._ = J J
)= ] . | \ = ) 1
I = =
| 4 !

[)
|




Comfort, Comfort Now My People 87
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo-ple; tell
her-ald’s voice is

of peace!” So

says our God.

cry-ing in the des - ert far and near,

3 Straight shall be what long was crook-ed, and the rough - er plac-es plain.

“Com-fort those who sit
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in dark-ness mourn-ing un-der sor-row’s load.

call -ing us to true re-pen-tance, since the reign of God is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, as  be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To my peo - ple now pro-claim that my par -don waits for them!
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Tell them that their sins | cov - er, and their war-fare now is o - ver.”

Let the val-leys rise in meet-ing and the hills bow down in greet-ing.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev-er bro - ken.
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Come to the Table of Grace 507
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2 Come to the table of peace...
3 Come to the table of love...
4 Come to the table of hope...
5 Come to the table of joy...
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you // Thank you to all who lifted their voices and pledges in our, Chorus of Generosity
stewardship campaign. It was a wonderful expression of our gratitude for all the gifts we have
received and an affirmation of the mission of our church. Your pledges will be recorded and
tallied in the next few weeks and will allow the finance committee to prepare our budget for
next year. Thank you. If you were not able to present your pledge before now, please drop it
off at the church office. Thank you ~ Stewardship Committee

Congregational Meeting today // Session is calling for a congregational meeting for the
purpose of electing officers. The meeting will take place today immediately following worship.
A Zoom link has been sent out for those who wish to attend the meeting virtually.The slate
includes:

Deacons, Class of 2029: Carleen Bauer, Marti Disler, Mark VanOostenburg

Elders, Class of 2029: Alana Cocanour, Paula Perkins

Nominating Committee: Diane Hayes, Linda Bassett, Sandy Peterson, Ann Siakel

Youth Elder: Luke Rund-Scott

Advent Study // Since class did not meet on Sunday, November 30th, it's not too late to join
the discussion of Calling All Angels by Erin Wathen. (11:15 in the Michigan Room.) There are
still a few copies of the book available at the church or it is available as an e-book. This week
we will discuss chapters 1 & 2. Contact Pastor Cathy if you are interested in participating in
this class via Zoom.

First Presbyterian Preschool - Annual Car Wash Fundraiser // The Preschool is once
again partnering with Quality Car Wash to raise funds for scholarships. You can purchase
individual car wash passes or monthly subscription passes—perfect practical gifts and
excellent stocking stuffers this holiday season! If you'd like to support the Preschool, please
see Bev Plagenhoef to make your purchase. The fundraiser concludes today.

Nestlings Diaper Bank // Throughout December, we will be collecting diapers for Nestlings,
one of our partner organizations. Sizes 4,5, 6 and wipes are especially needed. Also, if you
missed our Fifth Sunday offering for Nestlings last week, you can still give today.



Nativity Display and Lanterns // The Worship and the Arts Council would love to display your
Nativity scenes again in the M&M Cafe during our season of Advent. If you would like to
contribute your Nativity scene, please drop them off in the office. Make sure your box is clearly
labeled so we can return them to you after Epiphany. Do you have a “decorative” lantern you
could loan to the church for Advent? As we welcome the light of Christ, we hope to add a variety
of lanterns to our worship space. Thank you for your contributions!

Christmas Caroling // Sunday, December 14 at 2pm, the Deacons invite you to join us for
caroling for some of our members who are unable to attend worship in person. Here’s an easy
way to spread joy this season.

Men’s Book Group // Our next meeting will be December 8 at 2:30pm. The book being
discussed is The Last Secret Agent by Pippa LaTour.

Presbyterian Women // Wednesday, December 10 at Noon our annual Soup Luncheon will take
place. And...the basket is in the church entry by the elevator for our annual gifts of women's and
children's underwear to RESILIENCE. Gifts must be new and unwrapped.

Habitat for Humanity // The next Habitat work day is scheduled for December 11. Future work
date is Jan. 15. Questions can be directed to wehaines@icloud.com.

Volunteers Needed // We are in need of volunteers for the Christmas Eve Service(s). Please
consider volunteering for one of the following: Usher, Bus driver and helper, Tech Team, Nursery
and 5pm Communion Servers. If you are interested please contact Lori in the front office,
office@fpcholland.org or 616-392-9022.

Confirmation Class Meals // Our Confirmation class continues to meet over the next few months
on Sunday afternoon from 12-1:30pm. We have three confirmands and their mentors -a group of
seven, including Pastor Paul. We're inviting members of the congregation to provide a meal
for the group - either by bringing something from home or picking up takeout. It’s a simple but
meaningful way to support our youth and their mentors as they grow in faith together. If you'd like
to provide a meal, please sign up at the Outreach Desk.



Charity Sew-In Opportunity // Tuesday, January 20th, 10 am - 3 pm at FPC. Big Red Quilters’
Guild (BRQG) of Holland is grateful to First Presbyterian Church for the opportunity to have some
storage and meeting space for their Outreach Committee. The BRQG Outreach Committee and
BRQG members make quilts to donate to Lakeshore Pregnancy, Hope Packages, Resilience and
sometimes others as need arises. The guild members donated 110 quilts January — July of 2025!

The BRQG Outreach Committee would like to invite First Presbyterian members who like to sew
to their Sew-In event on Tuesday, January 20, from 10-3 downstairs in the fellowship hall. Or just
stop in to say, hi and see what it's all about! There will be fabric and kits available to sew, you can
make a few blocks or work on a whole quilt. Bring your own machine and sewing basics if you
want to sew. There will also be opportunity to help by ironing blocks, and cutting fabrics for kits.
We will have irons and ironing boards available but if you want to cut, you will need to bring your
cutting mat and rotary cutter. If you have any questions, contact Janet Haines. 989-400-2998 or
janethaines24@gmail.com.

Talent Show // FPC will be hosting a Talent/ Untalent Show on Jan 25,2026 at 3pm. You can
perform by yourself, by couples, or groups doing skits, musical instruments, singing, ect.
Presentations need to be five minutes or less. For those that are not stage performers, there will
be an opportunity to display your talents, such as quilting, painting, woodworking, ect. Watch for
more information to come along with sign up sheets.

Save the Date // The Annual Women’s Retreat will be held on Saturday, February 28 from 9:00
am until 4:00 pm at First Presbyterian Church, Holland. Our speaker will be Rev. Barb Schreur.
We would love to have you join us! Invite a friend to share the day with you! Brochure including a
registration form will be available in January. Online registration will also be available on the FPC
website. Stay tuned for more information.

Service of Longest Night Christmas Service Times
Wednesday, December 17 at 5pm Join us in celebrating

the birth of the Christ Child!
The Christmas season brings joy and
sorrow, hope and stress. Please join Wednesday, December 24,

us for this time of worship as we Christmas Eve:
acknowledge the realities of our lives.  3pm  Family Christmas Eve Service
Whether you are missing a loved one with Communion

or just overwhelmed by the Christmas
rush, we invite you to be with us fora  5pm  Christmas Eve Candlelight
time of honesty and hope. Service with Communion



Cathy Caldwell-Hoop
Paul Van Kempen

LL Director of Music
Lori Lepard Administrative Assistant
LL. part
< Marlene Field Bookkeeper
I_ Lori Klinesteker Clerk of Session &
Children’s Ministry Leader
w Jane Oosterhouse Custodian
Thom Samuelson Maintenance
Sue Stock Communications
DEACONS: ELDERS:
Class of 2026: Tom Glover, Terri Schamper Class of

Class of 2027: Kristin Goddard, Lloyd Helder,
Michele Richardson, Leah Wallar
Class of 2028: Cathy Colten, Gail Hering,

Fred Mc Conkey

Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
Associate Pastor and

Cathy@fpcholland.org
Paul@fpcholland.org

Office@fpcholland.org
Marlene@fpcholland.org
Lori@fpcholland.org

Jane@fpcholland.org
Thom@fpcholland.org
Sue@fpcholland.org

2026: Carleen Bauer, Bill Evenson
Cassie Kregger, Bruce Rosensteel, Tim Staal

Class of 2027: Jen Laux Ludwig, Tom Salley

Class of 2028: Jon Kreple, Lauren Stouffer,
Chris Urbaniak

alternative:

- Youth - Youth Room

Children's Programming During Worship:
Children of all ages are encouraged and welcome to be with us during worship. If you prefer an

- Nursery: Newborn - 3 years of age. Available for the whole service.
- Celebration Time - 4 years of age through 1st grade. Available after Children's Time.

Education Offerings After Worship:
Education hour is from 11:15a -12:00p. All are welcome to participate!
- Adult Class - Michigan Room

- Worship Center - PreK - 5th grade
- Nursery - Newborn through 3 years

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

659 State St., Holland, Michigan 49423 / Office: (616) 392-9022 / Email: office@fpcholland.org

MORE LIGHT

FPC is a More Light congregation, celebrating the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+
individuals in life, ministry and witness of the PC (USA) and in society.
You are welcome here, and you are loved. Learn more at MLP.org




