first presbyterian church‘

Worshiping, serving, and living with a fresh vision of
God’s vibrant energy and grace for all.



ORDER OF WORSHIP
Baptism of the Lord
January 11, 2026 // 10am

CENTERING WORDS: When you ask in desperation, “Who, in God’s name, am 1?”
[the answer echoes back] “You are, in God’s name, royalty, God’s own, claimed and ordained
for God’s serious and joyful business. So, therefore, you had better get with it.”
From Remember Who You Are by William Willimon

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE

PRELUDE
RINGING THE BELL & LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
GREETING

One: The God of life be with you.

All:  And also with you!

GATHERING SONG  #288 Spirit of the Living God

*CALL TO WORSHIP Ben Van Kempen
One:  God spoke through the prophet, “Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.”
All:  God calls us by name, we belong to God.

One: “When we pass through the waters”,
All:  God will be with us.

One:  “When we pass through the rivers”,
All:  God will be with us.

One: “When we walk through the fire”,

*Please stand if you are comfortable doing so.



All:  God will be with us.
One: God is our Savior; we are precious in God’s sight.
All:  Come let us worship our Savior, who leads us into

*OPENING PRAYER
*HYMN #475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

One: Holy God, we know we have fallen short.
We turn our backs

All:  when we could embrace.

One:  We remain silent

All:  when we could speak.

One:  We speak

All:  when we could listen.

One:  We close the door

All:  when we could fling it wide open.

One:  We judge

All:  when we could seek understanding.

One: We cling

All:  when we could give.
Forgive us, God, for being so very human at times,
and help us to continue to grow into
the people you created us to be,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

life.

Rev. Dr. Paul Van Kempen

One: Friends, hear the Good News: the mercy of God is from everlasting to

everlasting. Let us share this Good News:
All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.



HEARING GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH CHILDREN  #468 In My Life
ANTHEM Down in the River to Pray arr. David L. Mennicke
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Isaiah 42: 1 -9
Matthew 3: 13 -17

One: The Word of God for the people of God.
All:  Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Cathy C. Hoop

RENEWAL OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT
One: The voice of God is calling:
“Come to the healing waters and be made whole.
All:  Make us whole, God.
One: The voice of Christ is calling:
‘Receive the fire of the Spirit and be reborn.”
All:  Give us life anew, Holy Spirit.
One: The voice of God is calling, “Come.”
All:  We come to God to be renewed.

»

CONFESSION AND AFFIRMATION

One: Do you reject the powers of the world that numb us, the fragmentation that
separates us from the rest of God's creation?

All:  Ido.

One: Do you accept, instead the freedom and power that God gives to us to
break free of the addictions, the illusions, the overwork, the idolatries that
tempt us away from wholeness; the freedom and power God gives which
enables the whole universe to move towards redemption and peace?

All:  Ido.



One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

Do you intend to put your whole trust in Christ's grace, and promise to serve

God in union with the church which Christ has opened to all people?

| do.

Do you believe in God?

| believe in God, the Creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit, and was born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and
is seated at the right hand of the Creator. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Friends: Remember you are baptized and be thankful!
We celebrate our baptisms with thankful hearts.

Individuals previously baptized are invited to renew their baptism
by coming forward and receiving a blessing of water.

*HYMN #490 Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

LIFE AT FIRST

Please take this time to sign the red Friendship Pad found on the pew near you. If you have a
prayer request, you are invited to fill out a prayer card (found in the pew-backs) and put it in the
offering plate. The ushers will deliver it to the pastors.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING



OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY #606
All:  Praise God whose image we all bear.
Praise Christ whose mercy we all share.
Praise Spirit making justice grow.
One God from whom all blessings flow. Amen.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
All:  Giver and Sustainer of Life,
pour out your blessing upon these gifts
and upon all who give from their hearts.
Multiply them so they reach farther than our imaginations can carry them.
In the blessed name of our Redeemer, we pray. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Some choose to begin this prayer, “Our Creator,” “Our Mother,” or “Our Parent.”
All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*HYMN #69 Here | Am, Lord

CARRYING GOD’S LOVE INTO THE WORLD

*BENEDICTION

*SENDING SONG  #623 ['ve Got Peace like a River



Worship Leaders: Rev. Cathy Hoop, Rev. Dr. Paul Van Kempen, Beth Magennis,
FPC Choir, Rose Gifford, Ben Van Kempen
Thanks to: Sound and Video Jon McFadyen, Nora and Daphne Teutsch, Greeter and
Ushers, Bus Drivers, M&M Café Providers, Kiki Leman and Nursery Care Providers

Our worshiping community extends beyond our sanctuary.
Let us hold in our prayers the following members:

Ellen Cuthbertson — Grand Pines Assisted Living Phil Sturdevant — Resthaven Care Center
Lenore & Gordon DePree — Farmstead Assisted Living | Mary Ann & Mike Van Houzen - Home
Dean Effken - Riley’s Grove in Zeeland Sue & Don Williams - Freedom Village

Bill Evenson - Home Ron Williams — Michigan Veteran's Home,
Judy & Jack Faber — Farmstead Assisted Living Grand Rapids

Mickey & Neal Harris - Home

JoAnn Karn — MediLodge Zeeland (Rm 301) If you know of someone who should be
Marianne & David McBeth - Home added to this list, please contact the
Jeanine Roberts — Home church office.

Carolyn Russell - Resthaven Maplewoods




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Education Hour Resumes Today // Faith formation classes for all ages resume today
including the Confirmation Class, which meets at noon.

Congratulations // The Hope College Dean’s Council and Status Committee announced that
Dr. Leah Chase has been named as the Drs. Edward A. & Elizabeth Hofma professor of
biology and chemistry endowed professorship.

Dr. Stephanie Edwards, professor of mathematics and department chair, was recognized with
the 2025 Distinguished Service Award by the Michigan section of the Mathematical
Association of America!

Women’s Book Club // Plan to meet today at FPC from 1:00-2:00pm discussing, Truths We
Hold by Kamala Harris. Contact Bev Plagenhoef with questions, rbplagen@live.com

Men’s Non-Fiction Book Group // Plan to meet at FPC on Monday, January 12 at 2:30pm
discussing, Freezing Order by Bill Browder. Contact Don Cowie with questions,
djcowie@sbcglobal.net

Habitat for Humanity // Our next workday is scheduled for Thursday, January 15. Future
dates include February 12 and March 19. Contact Bill Haines with questions,
wehaines@icloud.com

MLK Day // In honor of Martin Luther King Day, Jemar Tisby will be speaking at Hope College,
Dimnent Memorial Chapel on Monday, January 19 at 7:00pm. Jemar Tisby is a New York
Times bestselling author, national speaker, and public historian on a mission to deliver truths
from the Black experience with depth and clarity.

Charity Sew-In Opportunity // Tuesday, January 20th, 10 am — 3 pm at FPC. Big Red
Quilters’ Guild (BRQG) of Holland is grateful to First Presbyterian Church for the opportunity to
have some storage and meeting space for their Outreach Committee. The BRQG Outreach
Committee and BRQG members make quilts to donate to Lakeshore Pregnancy, Hope
Packages, Resilience and sometimes others as need arises. The guild members donated 110
quilts January — July of 2025! The BRQG Outreach Committee invites First Presbyterian
members who like to sew to their Sew-In event on Tuesday, January 20, from 10-3 downstairs
in the fellowship hall. Or just stop in to say, hi and see what it's all about! Fabric and kits will
be available to sew; you can make a few blocks or work on a whole quilt. Bring your own
machine and sewing basics if you want to sew.


mailto:
mailto:djcowie@sbcglobal.net
mailto:wehaines@icloud.com

Other opportunities include: ironing blocks and cutting fabrics for kits. Irons and ironing boards will
be available. Bring your cutting mat and rotary cutter if you want to help cut fabric. If you have any
questions, contact Janet Haines, 989-400-2998 or janethaines24@gmail.com.

FPC Talent / Untalent Show // FPC will be hosting a Talent/ Untalent Show on January 25 at
3pm. You can perform by yourself, with a friend, or a group. Skits, musical performances, etc.
Presentations need to be five minutes or less. Not a performer? Sign up to display a sample of
your quilting, painting, woodworking, etc. Sign up sheets are available in the entryway! Please
email Cindy Helder with your questions, cindyloubear6@gmail.com or call

616-848-7204.

Annual Meeting // The FPC Annual Meeting will take place in four weeks, Sunday, February 1,
immediately following the service.

Holland Community Theatre // Join us to see Mom’s Gift at HCT on Valentine’s Day, February
14 at 7:30pm. Optional dinner at the Curraugh at 5:00pm. $18 Tickets are payable in advance to
Chris Urbaniak. Sign-up in the narthex.

Mom’s Gift, A year after her death, Mom shows up as a ghost with a mission—she has to
accomplish one final task to earn her wings. The Problem? She doesn’t know what that task is,
and only her uptight daughter can see or hear her. As buried secrets, heartfelt revelations, and
unexpected humor unfold, the family must confront the past to move forward. Mom’s Gift is a
touching, funny, and ultimately uplifting story about forgiveness, love and the enduring bonds of
family — even beyond the grave.

Justice Reads: A New FPC Book Group

For: Everyone

Time & Date: 7:00 pm, February 26th, FPC Cafe

First Read: Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson, winner of the Pulitzer
Prize and the National Humanities Medal

Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is a powerful caste system that influences people’s
lives and behavior and the nation’s fate. Linking the caste systems of America, India, and Nazi
Germany, Isabel Wilkerson explores eight pillars that underlie caste systems across civilizations,
including divine will, bloodlines, stigma, and more. Using riveting stories about people—including
Martin Luther King, Jr., baseball’s Satchel Paige, a single father and his toddler son, Wilkerson
herself, and many others—she shows the ways that the insidious undertow of caste is
experienced every day. Finally, she points forward to ways America can move beyond the artificial
and destructive separations of human divisions, toward hope in our common humanity. For more
information, contact Jan Brashler or Cathy Hoop.



Women's Retreat // Join us on Saturday, February 28, for a rollicking time of coffee, snacks, and
laughter. We will engage in teaching, introspection and conversation as we explore Hannah’s
story from 1 Samuel 1. Rev. Barb Schreur will be our speaker. Cost is $40 per person which
includes lunch and beverages. We hope to see you there. It's an event you won't want to miss.
Brochures including registration form are available in the church office as well as on the home
page of the FPC website. Contact Rev. Cathy C. Hoop, cathy@fpcholland.org -or- Carleen Baur,
carleenbauer@gmail.com with questions.

Discovering The Health Benefits of Taiji (Tai Chi)

9 Week Taiji Class Series

When: Begins Tuesday January 20 from 5:30pm-6:30pm

Where: First Presbyterian Church

Cost: $135.00 includes access to free online practice and lesson videos

Taiji is a natural exercise to do and is one of the most effective workouts today to enhance
mobility as it brings relaxation. Taiji is an uplifting form of exercise for the Body & Mind promoting
overall health & well-being. Known as an internal martial art, it is often called "meditation in
motion". It has evolved over the years into an effective way to relieve stress and anxiety because
it promotes relaxation and now well known for improving balance.

It is an Exercise for Every Age. This exciting class series is perfect for beginners and those who
wish to go deeper into their practice.

Teacher Chris Campbell, M.T.J.E.T , shares his expertise & energy of 39 plus years experience
studying & sharing the healing arts of Taiji, gigong and meditation.
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Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessmg 475
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-ery bless-ing; tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here I raise my Eb-e - ne- zer; hith-er by thy help I'm come;
to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be!
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
Let  that grace now, like a fet - ter, bind my wan-dering heart to thee.
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Teach me some me - lo-dious son - net, sung by flam-ing tongues a-bove;

Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-dering from the fold of God;
Prone to  wan -der, Lord, T feel it proneto leave the God 1 love;
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praise the mount! I'm fixed up - on it, mount of God’s un-chang-ing love!
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter-posed his pre-cious blood.
here’'s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a-bove.
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In My Life
Lord, Be Glorified
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1 In my life, Lord, be glo-ri- fied; be glo-ri - fied.
2 In  our song Lord, be glo-ri-fied; be glo-ri - fied.
3 In  your church,Lord, be glo-ri- fied; be glo-ri - fied.
4 In your world, Lord, be glo-ri-fied; be glo-ri - fied.
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In my life,  Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.

In our song, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.

In your  church, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.

In your  world, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
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490 Wash, O God,

Your Sons and Daughters
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1 Wash, O GCod, your sons and daugh-ters, new - born crea - tures

2 Ev - ery day we need your nur - ture; by your

milk  may
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Christ from death and tomb. Weave them gar - ments bright and

bless - ing, liv - ing bread. God, re - new us; guide our
lives we wor - ship, praise! We vyour peo - ple stand be -
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spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light. Fill, a - noint them;
foot - steps, free from sin and all its snares, one with Christ in

fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir - it - born. By your grace, our
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send your Spir - it,  ho - ly dove and heart's de - light
liv - ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it,  chil - dren, heirs.
lives we of - fer. Re - cre - ate us; God, trans - form!
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|, the Lord of Sea and Sky

Here | Am, Lord
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1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo-ple’s pain.
3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. I, who
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way. I will
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. Fin -est
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made the stars of night, I will make their dark - ness bright.
break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
bread 1  will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall 1T send?
I will speak my word to them. ~ Whom shall I  send?
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?
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lead me. I will hold your peo - ple in my heart.
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I've Got Peace like a River
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1 I've got peace like a riv-er; I've got peace like a
2 I've got joy like a foun-tain; I've got joy like a
3 I've got love like an o -cean; I've got love like an
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riv - er; I've got peace like a riv - er, in my
foun-tain; I've got joy like a foun-tain, in  my
o - cean; I've got love like an o-cean, in my
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soul. I've got riv - er, in my  soul
soul. I've got foun-tain, in my  soul
soul. I've got o-cean, in my soul
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Cathy Caldwell-Hoop
Paul Van Kempen

LL Director of Music
Lori Lepard Administrative Assistant
LL. part
< Marlene Field Bookkeeper
I_ Lori Klinesteker Clerk of Session &
Children’s Ministry Leader
w Jane Oosterhouse Custodian
Thom Samuelson Maintenance
Sue Stock Communications
DEACONS: ELDERS:
Class of 2026: Tom Glover, Terri Schamper Class of

Class of 2027: Kristin Goddard, Lloyd Helder,
Michele Richardson, Leah Wallar
Class of 2028: Cathy Colten, Gail Hering,

Fred Mc Conkey

Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
Associate Pastor and

Cathy@fpcholland.org
Paul@fpcholland.org

Office@fpcholland.org
Marlene@fpcholland.org
Lori@fpcholland.org

Jane@fpcholland.org
Thom@fpcholland.org
Sue@fpcholland.org

2026: Carleen Bauer, Bill Evenson
Cassie Kregger, Bruce Rosensteel, Tim Staal

Class of 2027: Jen Laux Ludwig, Tom Salley

Class of 2028: Jon Kreple, Lauren Stouffer,
Chris Urbaniak

alternative:

- Youth - Youth Room

Children's Programming During Worship:
Children of all ages are encouraged and welcome to be with us during worship. If you prefer an

- Nursery: Newborn - 3 years of age. Available for the whole service.
- Celebration Time - 4 years of age through 1st grade. Available after Children's Time.

Education Offerings After Worship:
Education hour is from 11:15a -12:00p. All are welcome to participate!
- Adult Class - Michigan Room

- Worship Center - PreK - 5th grade
- Nursery - Newborn through 3 years

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

659 State St., Holland, Michigan 49423 / Office: (616) 392-9022 / Email: office@fpcholland.org

MORE LIGHT

FPC is a More Light congregation, celebrating the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+
individuals in life, ministry and witness of the PC (USA) and in society.
You are welcome here, and you are loved. Learn more at MLP.org




